
The Third Angel Message Of Revelation 14 
  

 

The Closing Gospel Message 

A Warning Against False Worship 

What indicates the message of the judgment hour and the fall of Babylon two parts a 

threefold? 

Revelation 14:9 the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice  If any man worship 

the beast and his image, and receive [his] mark in his forehead, or in his hand,  

Note-Bible Commentary.Vol 7.pp.975-(John 3:14-17; Galatians 6:14; Hebrews 9:22.) 

Accusing Power of Satan Broken.--Christ on the cross, not only draws men to repentance 

toward God for the transgression of His law--for whom God pardons He first makes 

penitent-- but Christ has satisfied justice; He has proffered Himself as an atonement. His 

gushing bloods, His broken body, satisfy the claims of the broken law, and thus He bridges 

the gulf which sin has made. He suffered in the flesh that with His bruised and broken 

body He might cover the defenseless sinner. The victory gained at His death on Calvary 

broke forever the accusing power of Satan over the universe, and silenced his charges that 

self-denial was impossible with God and therefore not essential in the human family (MS 

50, 1900).        

(Deuteronomy 33:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12). Power to Conquer Day by Day.--All who will 

can be overcomers. Let us strive earnestly to reach the standard set before us. Christ 

knows our weakness, and to Him we can go daily for help. It is not necessary for us to gain 
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strength a month ahead. We are to conquer from day to day (MS 28, 1886).       The Secret 

of Overcoming Sin.--We become overcomers by helping others to overcome, by the blood of 

the Lamb and the word of our testimony. The keeping of the commandments of God will 

yield in us an obedient spirit, and the service that is the offspring of such a spirit, God can 

accept (Letter 236, 1908). ch. 16:13-16; Psalm 17. (Rev ch. 14:9-12; Isaiah 59:13-17). 

 Satan's Masterpiece of Evil.--Those who love and keep the commandments of God are 

most obnoxious to the synagogue of Satan, and the powers of evil will manifest their hatred 

toward them to the fullest extent possible. John foresaw the conflict between the remnant 

church and the power of evil, and said, "The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went 

to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and 

have the testimony of Jesus Christ." The forces of darkness will unite with human agents 

who have given themselves into the control of Satan, and the same scenes that were 

exhibited at the trial, rejection, and crucifixion of Christ will be revived. Through yielding 

to satanic influences, men will be transformed into fiends; and those who were created in 

the image of God, who were formed to honor and glorify their Creator, will become the 

habitation of dragons, and Satan will see in an apostate race his masterpiece of evil--men 

who reflect his own image (RH April 14, 1896).       

 Only Two Parties Upon Earth.--There are only two parties upon this earth--those who 

stand under the bloodstained banner of Jesus Christ and those who stand under the black 

banner of rebellion. In the twelfth chapter of Revelation is represented the great conflict 

between the obedient and the disobedient [Revelation 12:17; 13:11-17 quoted] (MS 16, 

1900).       

(Ephesians 6:10-12.) The Earth a Stage for Horrors.--[Revelation 12:17 quoted.] Satanic 

agencies have made the earth a stage for horrors, which no language can describe. War 

and bloodshed are carried on by nations claiming to be Christian. A disregard for the law 

of God has brought its sure result.  The great conflict now being waged is not merely a 

strife of man against man. On one side stands the Prince of life, acting as man's substitute 

and surety; on the other, the prince of darkness, with the fallen angels under his command 

[Ephesians 6:12, 13, 10, 11 quoted] (RH Feb. 6, 1900).  

ch. 12:3-6, 13-17. Chs. 3:5; 20:12-15; Hebrews 9:11-14, 22.  

 11. A Unique Symbol.--Here is a striking figure of the rise and growth of our own nation. 

And the lamblike horns, emblems of innocence and gentleness, well represent the character 

of our government, as expressed in its two fundamental principles, republicanism and 

Protestantism (4SP 277).  

     Shield of Omnipotence over America.--The United States is a land that has been under 

the special shield of the Omnipotent One. God has done great things for this country, but in 



the transgression of His law, men have been doing a work originated by the man of sin. 

Satan is working out his designs to involve the human family in disloyalty (MS 17, 

1906).       

The Prospect before Us.--Prophecy represents Protestantism as having lamblike horns, but 

speaking like a dragon. Already we are beginning to hear the voice of the dragon. There is 

a satanic force propelling the Sunday movement, but it is concealed. Even the men who are 

engaged in the work, are themselves blinded to the results which will follow their 

movement. Let not the commandment-keeping people of God be silent at this time, as 

though we gracefully accepted the situation. There is the prospect before us of waging a 

continuous war, at the risk of imprisonment, of losing property and even life itself, to 

defend the law of God, which is being made void by the laws of men (RH Jan. 1, 1889). (ch. 

14:9-12; Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Revelation 17:13, 14; 18:1-5). 

Persecuting Hand of the Enemy.--[Revelation 13:11-13 quoted.] Religious powers, allied to 

heaven by profession and claiming to have the characteristics of a lamb, will show by their 

acts that they have the heart of a dragon, and that they are instigated and controlled by 

Satan. The time is coming when God's people will feel the hand of persecution because they 

keep holy the seventh day. Satan has caused the change of the Sabbath in the hope of 

carrying out his purpose for the defeat of God's plans. He seeks to make the commands of 

God of less force in the world than human laws. The man of sin, who thought to change 

times and laws, and who has always oppressed the people of God, will cause laws to be 

made enforcing the observance of the first day of the week. But God's people are to stand 

firm for Him. And the Lord will work in their behalf, showing plainly that He is the God of 

gods (MS 135, 1902).       Church and the World in Corrupt Harmony.--The Word of God 

plainly declares that His law is to be scorned, trampled upon, by the world; there will be an 

extraordinary prevalence of iniquity. The professed Protestant world will form a 

confederacy with the man of sin, and the church and the world will be in corrupt 

harmony.  {7BC 975.9}  

     Here the great crisis is coming upon the world. The Scriptures teach that popery is to 

regain its lost supremacy, and that the fires of persecution will be rekindled through the 

timeserving concessions of the so-called Protestant world (GCB April 13, 1891).13, 14 (2 

Thessalonians 2:7-12; ch. 16:13-16; Matthew 7:21-23). 

Miracles Performed in Our Sight.--The time is at hand when Satan will work miracles to 

confirm minds in the belief that he is God. All the people of God are now to stand on the 

platform of truth as it has been given in the third angel's message. All the pleasant pictures, 

all the miracles wrought, will be presented in order that, if possible, the very elect will be 



deceived. The only hope for anyone is to hold fast the evidences that have confirmed the 

truth in righteousness (RH Aug. 

 Miracles Wrought Under Supervision of the Enemy.--[Matthew 7:21-23 quoted.] These 

may profess to be followers of Christ, but they have lost sight of their Leader. They may 

say, "Lord, Lord"; they may point to the sick who are healed through them, and to other 

marvelous works, and claim that they have more of the Spirit and power of God than is 

manifested by those who keep His law. But their works are done under the supervision of 

the enemy of righteousness, whose aim it is to deceive souls, and are designed to lead away 

from obedience, truth, and duty. In the near future there will be still more marked 

manifestations of this miracle-working power; for it is said of him, "And he doeth great 

wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men" 

(ST Feb. 26, 1885).  

 Preparing for the Image of the Beast.--Already preparations are advancing, and 

movements are in progress, which will result in making an image to the beast. Events will 

be brought about in the earth's history that will fulfill the predictions of prophecy for these 

last days (RH April 23, 1889).  

     14-17 (ch. 14:9-12). Tested by the Image.--The Lord has shown me clearly that the image 

of the beast will be formed before probation closes; for it is to be the great test for the 

people of God, by which their eternal destiny will be decided. . . . [Revelation 13:11-17 

quoted.] .This is the test that the people of God must have before they are sealed. All who 

proved their loyalty to God by observing His law, and refusing to accept a spurious 

Sabbath, will rank under the banner of the Lord God Jehovah, and will receive the seal of 

the living God. Those who yield the truth of heavenly origin and accept the Sunday 

sabbath, will receive the mark of the beast (Letter 11, 1890).  

     Apostasy and National Ruin.--When the Protestant churches shall unite with the secular 

power to sustain a false religion, for opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest 

persecution; when the state shall use its power to enforce the decrees and sustain the 

institutions of the church--then will Protestant America have formed an image to the 

papacy, and there will be a national apostasy which will end only in national ruin (ST 

March 22, 1910).  

     The Mark of Apostasy and God's Patience.--There are many who have never had the 

light. They are deceived by their teachers, and they have not received the mark of the 

beast. The Lord is working with them; He has not left them to their own ways. Until they 

shall be convicted of the truth and trample upon the evidence given to enlighten them, the 

Lord will not withdraw His grace from them (Letter 7, 1895).       



2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4). Perfecting the Device of Satan.--When the legislature frames laws 

which exalt the first day of the week, and put it in the place of the seventh day, the device of 

Satan will be perfected (RH April 15, 1890).       

16, 17 (Daniel 3:1-18 1 John 2:18). History Will Be Repeated.--History will be repeated. 

False religion will be exalted. The first day of the week, a common working day, possessing 

no sanctity whatever, will be set up as was the image at Babylon. All nations and tongues 

and peoples will be commanded to worship this spurious sabbath. This is Satan's plan to 

make of no account the day instituted by God, and given to the world as a memorial of 

creation.  

The decree enforcing the worship of this day is to go forth to all the world. In a limited 

degree, it has already gone forth. In several places the civil power is speaking with the voice 

of a dragon, just as the heathen king spoke to the Hebrew captives. Trial and persecution 

will come to all who, in obedience to the Word of God, refuse to worship this false Sabbath. 

Force is the last resort of every false religion. At first it tries attraction, as the king of 

Babylon tried the power of music and outward show. If these attractions, invented by men 

inspired by Satan, failed to make men worship the image, the hungry flames of the furnace 

were ready to consume them. So it will be now. The papacy has exercised her powerto 

compel men to obey her, and she will continue to do so. We need the same spirit that was 

manifested by God's servants in the conflict with paganism (ST May 6, 1897). 

(Ch. 14:9-12.) Men in Authority to Hear.--God is going to bring around a condition of 

things where the good men and the men in authority will have an opportunity to know 

what truth is indeed. And because a people will not bow the knee to the image, and receive 

the mark of the beast in the hand or the forehead, but will stand to the truth because it is 

truth, there will be oppression, and an attempt to compel the conscience; but those who 

have known the truth will be afraid to yield to the powers of darkness. God has a people 

who will not receive the mark of the beast in their right hand or in their forehead. Not a 

move has been made in exalting the idol Sabbath, in bringing around Sunday observance 

through legislation, but Satan has been behind it, and has been the chief worker; but the 

conscience should not be compelled even for the observance of the genuine Sabbath, for 

God will accept only willing service (RH April 15, 1890).       The Law of God Made Void.--

A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be made void in our land. 

The rulers of our nation will, by legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus 

God's people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall 

enact laws to bind the consciences of men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing 

Sunday observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who keep the 



seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our 

land; and national apostasy will be followed by national ruin (RH Dec. 18, 1888).  

     Contempt for the Great Lawgiver.--The sins of the world will have reached unto heaven 

when the law of God is made void; when the Sabbath of the Lord is trampled in the dust, 

and men are compelled to accept in its stead an institution of the papacy through the strong 

hand of the law of the land. In exalting an institution of man above the institution ordained 

of God, they show contempt for the great Lawgiver, and refuse His sign or seal (RH Nov. 5, 

1889 

     Prepared for Injustice.--As Christ was hated without cause, so will His people be hated 

because they are obedient to the commandments of God. If He who was pure, holy, and 

undefiled, who did good and only good in our world, was treated as a base criminal and 

condemned to death, His disciples must expect but similar treatment, however faultless 

may be their life and blameless their character.  

     Human enactments, laws manufactured by satanic agencies under a plea of goodness 

and restriction of evil, will be exalted, while God's holy commandments are despised and 

trampled underfoot. And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law of Jehovah 

must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before councils that have not for their 

standard the high and holy law of God (RH Dec. 26, 1899).       (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.) 

 Living in a Momentous Period.--We are living in a momentous period of this earth's 

history. The great conflict is just before us. We see the world corrupted under the 

inhabitants thereof. The man of sin has worked with a marvelous perseverance to exalt the 

spurious sabbath, and the disloyal Protestant world has wondered after the beast, and has 

called obedience to the Sabbath instituted by Jehovah disloyalty to the laws of the nations. 

Kingdoms have confederated to sustain a false sabbath institution, which has not a word of 

authority in the oracles of God (RH Feb. 6, 1900).  

     (Ch. 7:2, 3). The Question Before Us Now.--The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the 

great final conflict, in which all the world will act a part. Men have honored Satan's 

principles above the principles that rule in the heavens. They have accepted the spurious 

Sabbath, which Satan has exalted as the sign of his authority. But God has set His seal 

upon His royal requirement. Each Sabbath institution, both true and false, bears the name 

of its author, an ineffaceable mark that shows the authority of each. The great decision now 

to be made by every one is, whether he will receive the mark of the beast and his image, or 

the seal of the living and true God (ST March 22, 1910)    

     Mark of Beast Not Yet Applied.--Sunday keeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and 

will not be until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol sabbath. The time 

will come when this day will be the test, but that time has not come yet (MS 118, 1899). 



What apostasy from the worship of god is named here? 

Revelation 14:9{Second Part} If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive [his] 

mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

Revelation 13:11-16 And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from 

heaven on the earth in the sight of men,  

 13:14            And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by [the means of] those miracles 

which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, 

that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did 

live. 

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were 

cast out with him. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9[Even him], whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power 

and signs and lying wonders, 

Note-The Great Controvery, pp.578.{1911}--But notwithstanding all the efforts to establish 

Sunday sacredness, papists themselves publicly confessed the divine authority of the 

Sabbath and the human origin of the institution by which it had been supplanted. In the 

sixteenth century a papal council plainly declared: "Let all Christians remember that the 

seventh day was consecrated by God, and hath been received and observed, not only by the 

Jews, but by all others who pretend to worship God; though we Christians have changed 

their Sabbath into the Lord's Day."-- Ibid., pages 281, 282. Those who were tampering 

with the divine law were not ignorant of the character of their work. They were 

deliberately setting themselves above God. 

A striking illustration of Rome's policy toward those who disagree with her was given in 

the long and bloody persecution of the Waldenses, some of whom were observers of the 

Sabbath. Others suffered in a similar manner for their fidelity to the fourth 

commandment. The history of the churches of Ethiopia and Abyssinia is especially 

significant. Amid the gloom of the Dark Ages, the Christians of Central Africa were lost 

sight of and forgotten by the world, and for many centuries they enjoyed freedom in the 

exercise of their faith. But at last Rome learned of their existence, and the emperor of 

Abyssinia was soon beguiled into an acknowledgment of the pope as the vicar of Christ. 

Other concessions followed. 

An edict was issued forbidding the observance of the Sabbath under the severest penalties. 

(See Michael Geddes, Church History of Ethiopia, pages 311, 312.) But papal tyranny soon 

became a yoke so galling that the Abyssinians determined to break it from their necks. 

After a terrible struggle the Romanists were banished from their dominions, and the 



ancient faith was restored. The churches rejoiced in their freedom, and they never forgot 

the lesson they had learned concerning the deception, the fanaticism, and the despotic 

power of Rome. Within their solitary realm they were content to remain, unknown to the 

rest of Christendom.  The churches of Africa held the Sabbath as it was held by the papal 

church before her complete apostasy. While they kept the seventh day in obedience to the 

commandment of God, they abstained from labor on the Sunday in conformity to the 

custom of the church. Upon obtaining supreme power, Rome had trampled upon the 

Sabbath of God to exalt her own; but the churches of Africa, hidden for nearly a thousand 

years, did not share in this apostasy. When brought under the sway of Rome, they were 

forced to set aside the true and exalt the false sabbath; but no sooner had they regained 

their independence than they returned to obedience to the fourth commandment. (See 

Appendix.)   These records of the past clearly reveal the enmity of Rome toward the true 

Sabbath and its defenders, and the means which she employs to honor the institution of her 

creating. The word of God teaches that these scenes are to be repeated as Roman Catholics 

and Protestants shall unite for the exaltation of the Sunday.  

  The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that the power represented by the beast with 

lamblike horns shall cause "the earth and them which dwell therein" to worship the 

papacy --there symbolized by the beast "like unto a leopard." The beast with two horns is 

also to say "to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast;" 

and, furthermore, it is to command all, "both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond," to receive the mark of the beast. Revelation 13:11-16. It has been shown that the 

United States is the power represented by the beast with lamblike horns, and that this 

prophecy will be fulfilled when the United States shall enforce Sunday observance, which 

Rome claims as the special acknowledgment of her supremacy. But in this homage to the 

papacy the United States will not be alone. The influence of Rome in the countries that once 

acknowledged her dominion is still far from being destroyed. And prophecy foretells a 

restoration of her power. "I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his 

deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast." Verse 3. The 

infliction of the deadly wound points to the downfall of the papacy in 1798. After this, says 

the prophet, "his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast." 

Paul states plainly that the "man of sin" will continue until the second advent. 2 

Thessalonians 2:3-8. To the very close of time he will carry forward the work of deception. 

And the revelator declares, also referring to the papacy: "All that dwell upon the earth 

shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life." Revelation 13:8. In 

both the Old and the New World, the papacy will receive homage in the honor paid to the 

Sunday institution, that rests solely upon the authority of the Roman Church.       Since the 



middle of the nineteenth century, students of prophecy in the United States have presented 

this testimony to the world. In the events now taking place is seen a rapid advance toward 

the fulfillment of the prediction. With Protestant teachers there is the same claim of divine 

authority for Sundaykeeping, and the same lack of Scriptural evidence, as with the papal 

leaders who fabricated miracles to supply the place of a command from God. The assertion 

that God's judgments are visited upon men for their violation of the Sunday-sabbath, will 

be repeated; already it is beginning to be urged. And a movement to enforce Sunday 

observance is fast gaining ground.        

Marvelous in her shrewdness and cunning is the Roman Church. She can read what is to 

be. She bides her time, seeing that the Protestant churches are paying her homage in their 

acceptance of the false Sabbath and that they are preparing to enforce it by the very means 

which she herself employed in bygone days. Those who reject the light of truth will yet seek 

the aid of this self-styled infallible power to exalt an institution that originated with her. 

How readily she will come to the help of Protestants in this work it is not difficult to 

conjecture. Who understands better than the papal leaders how to deal with those who are 

disobedient to the church?        

The Roman Catholic Church, with all its ramifications throughout the world, forms one 

vast organization under the control, and designed to serve the interests, of the papal see. Its 

millions of communicants, in every country on the globe, are instructed to hold themselves 

as bound in allegiance to the pope. Whatever their nationality or their government, they 

are to regard the authority of the church as above all other. Though they may take the oath 

pledging their loyalty to the state, yet back of this lies the vow of obedience to Rome, 

absolving them from every pledge inimical to her interests.       

 History testifies of her artful and persistent efforts to insinuate herself into the affairs of 

nations; and having gained a foothold, to further her own aims, even at the ruin of princes 

and people. In the year 1204, Pope Innocent III extracted from Peter II, king of Arragon, 

the following extraordinary oath: "I, Peter, king of Arragonians, profess and promise to be 

ever faithful and obedient to my lord, Pope Innocent, to his Catholic successors, and the 

Roman Church, and faithfully to preserve my kingdom in his obedience, defending the 

Catholic faith, and persecuting heretical pravity." --John Dowling, The History of 

Romanism, b. 5, ch. 6, sec. 55. This is in harmony with the claims regarding the power of 

the Roman pontiff "that it is lawful for him to depose emperors" and "that he can absolve 

subjects from their allegiance to unrighteous rulers."--Mosheim, b. 3, cent. 11, pt. 2, ch. 2, 

sec. 9, note 17. (See also Appendix note for page 447.)      

 And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome that she never changes. The principles of 

Gregory VII and Innocent III are still the principles of the Roman Catholic Church. And 



had she but the power, she would put them in practice with as much vigor now as in past 

centuries. Protestants little know what they are doing when they propose to accept the aid 

of Rome in the work of Sunday exaltation. While they are bent upon the accomplishment of 

their purpose, Rome is aiming to re-establish her power, to recover her lost supremacy. Let 

the principle once be established in the United States that the church may employ or 

control the power of the state; that religious observances may be enforced by secular laws; 

in short, that the authority of church and state is to dominate the conscience, and the 

triumph of Rome in this country is assured.  

     God's word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the 

Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to 

escape the snare. She is silently growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their 

influence in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her 

lofty and massive structures in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions will be 

repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is strengthening her forces to further her own 

ends when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage ground, and 

this is already being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the 

Roman element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur 

reproach and persecution. 

What is to be the fate of those who, instead of worshipping God, engage in this false 

worship? 

Revelation 14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 

without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 

brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

Psalm 75:8 For in the hand of the LORD [there is] a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of 

mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth 

shall wring [them] out, [and] drink [them]. 

Isaiah 51:17            Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of 

the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, [and] 

wrung [them] out. 

Jeremiah 25:15-17 For thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of 

this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it.  

 25:16            and they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I 

will send among them.  

 25:17            then took I the cup at the LORD'S hand, and made all the nations to drink, 

unto whom the LORD had sent me: 



Revelation 18:4-7 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my 

people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.  

 18:5 for her sins have reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities.  

 18:6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to her 

works: in the cup which she hath filled fill to her double. 

Revelation 16:19-21 And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the 

nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup 

of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath.  

 16:20            and every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.  

 16:21            and there fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, [every stone] about the 

weight of a talent: and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail; for the 

plague thereof was exceeding great. 

Revelation20:10 and the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and 

brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet [are], and shall be tormented day and 

night for ever and ever. 

Revelation19:20-21 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 

miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, 

and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning 

with brimstone. 

Note—Commentary Vol7(1957}.pp.977--Prepared for Injustice.--As Christ was hated 

without cause, so will His people be hated because they are obedient to the commandments 

of God. If He who was pure, holy, and undefiled, who did good and only good in our world, 

was treated as a base criminal and condemned to death, His disciples must expect but 

similar treatment, however faultless may be their life and blameless their 

character.  Human enactments, laws manufactured by satanic agencies under a plea of 

goodness and restriction of evil, will be exalted, while God's holy commandments are 

despised and trampled underfoot. And all who prove their loyalty by obedience to the law 

of Jehovah must be prepared to be arrested, to be brought before councils that have not for 

their standard the high and holy law of God (RH Dec. 26, 1899).  

     (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.) Living in a Momentous Period.--We are living in a momentous 

period of this earth's history. The great conflict is just before us. We see the world 

corrupted under the inhabitants thereof. The man of sin has worked with a marvelous 

perseverance to exalt the spurious Sabbath, and the disloyal Protestant world has 

wondered after the beast, and has called obedience to the Sabbath instituted by Jehovah 

disloyalty to the laws of the nations. Kingdoms have confederated to sustain a false Sabbath 



institution, which has not a word of authority in the oracles of God (RH Feb. 6, 

1900).       (Ch. 7:2, 3). 

 The Question before Us Now.--The Sabbath question is to be the issue in the great final 

conflict, in which all the world will act a part. Men have honored Satan's principles above 

the principles that rule in the heavens. They have accepted the spurious Sabbath, which 

Satan has exalted as the sign of his authority. But God has set His seal upon His royal 

requirement. Each Sabbath institution, both true and false, bears the name of its author, 

an ineffaceable mark that shows the authority of each. 

The great decision now to be made by every one is, whether he will receive the mark of the 

beast and his image, or the seal of the living and true God (ST March 22, 1910)      

Mark of Beast Not Yet Applied.--Sunday keeping is not yet the mark of the beast, and will 

not be until the decree goes forth causing men to worship this idol Sabbath. The time will 

come when this day will be the test, but that time has not come yet (MS 118, 1899).  

Note--Revelation7:2,3 (ch.7:2-4; Ezekiel 9:4; Ephesians 4:30). A Mark of Character.--

[Revelation14:1-4 quoted.] This scripture represents the character of the people of God for 

these last days (MS 139, 1903).(Revelation 14:9-12; on ch. 16:13-16.) The Signet of Heaven.-

-John saw a Lamb on Mount Zion, and with Him 144,000 having His Father's name 

written in their foreheads. They bore the signet of heaven. They reflected the image of God. 

They were full of the light and the glory of the Holy One. If we would have the image and 

superscription of God upon us, we must separate ourselves from all iniquity. We must 

forsake every evil way, and then we must trust our cases in the hands of Christ. While we 

are working out our own salvation with fear and trembling, God will work in us to will and 

to do of His own good pleasure (RH March 19, 1889). 

Christ Formed Within.--[Revelation 14:1-3 quoted.] Why were they so specially singled 

out? Because they had to stand with a wonderful truth right before the whole world, and 

receive their opposition and while receiving this opposition they were to remember that 

they were sons and daughters of God that they must have Christ formed within them the 

hope of glory (MS 13, 1888).  

     Eternal Interests Supreme.--Those who have in their foreheads the seal of the infinite 

God will regard the world and its attractions as subordinate to eternal interests (RH July 

13, 1897).  

     (2 Timothy 2:14-16; Revelation 7:4-17.) Identity of 144,000 Not Revealed.--Christ says 

that there will be those in the church who will present fables and suppositions, when God 

has given grand, elevating, ennobling truths, which should ever be kept in the treasure 

house of the mind. When men pick up this theory and that theory, when they are curious to 

know something it is not necessary for them to know, God is not leading them. It is not His 



plan that His people shall present something which they have to suppose, which is not 

taught in the Word. It is not His will that they shall get into controversy over questions 

which will not help them spiritually, such as, Who is to compose the hundred and forty-

four thousand. This those who are the elect of God will in a short time know without 

question. My brethren and sisters, appreciate and study the truths God has given for you 

and your children. Spend not your time in seeking to know that which will be no spiritual 

help. "What shall I do to inherit eternal life?" This is the all-important question, and it has 

been clearly answered. "What is written in the law? How readest thou? (MS 26, 1901).  

  (1 Peter 2:21; 1 John 2:6). God's People Follow the Lamb Now.-- The Lord has a people 

on the earth, who follow the Lamb whithersoever He goeth. He has His thousands who 

have not bowed the knee to Baal. Such will stand with Him on Mount Zion. But they must 

stand on this earth, girded with the whole armor, ready to engage in the work of saving 

those who are ready to perish. Heavenly angels conduct this search, and spiritual activity is 

demanded of all who believe present truth, that they may join the angels in their work. We 

need not wait till we are translated to follow Christ. God's people may do this here below. 

We shall follow the Lamb of God in the courts above only if we follow Him here. Following 

Him in heaven depends on our keeping His commandments now. We are not to follow 

Christ fitfully or capriciously, only when it is for our advantage.  

 We must choose to follow Him. In daily life we must follow His example, as a flock 

trustfully follows its shepherd. We are to follow Him by suffering for His sake, saying, at 

every step, "Though he slays me, yet will I trust in him." His life practice must be our life 

practice. And as we thus seek to be like Him, and to bring our wills into conformity to His 

will, we shall reveal Him (RH April 12, 1898). 

 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.6-12 (ch. 10:1-11; 2:18). Soon to Be Understood.--The fourteenth 

chapter of Revelation is a chapter of the deepest interest. This scripture will soon be 

understood in all its bearings, and the messages given to John the revelator will be repeated 

with distinct utterance (RH Oct. 13, 1904). 

 Identifying the Three Angels.--Christ is coming the second time, with power unto 

salvation. To prepare human beings for this event, He has sent the first, second, 

And third angels' messages.These angels represent those who receive the truth, and with 

power open the gospel to the world (Letter 79, 1900).  

     (Ch. 18:1-5.)A Loyal Company.--The churches have become as described in the 

eighteenth chapter of Revelation. Why are the messages of Revelation fourteen given? 

Because the principles of the churches have become corrupted. [Revelation 14:6-10 

quoted.]       Apparently the whole world is guilty of receiving the mark of the beast. But 

the prophet sees a company who are not worshiping the beast, and who have not received 



his mark in their foreheads or in their hands. "Here is the patience of the saints," he 

declares; "here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus" (MS 

92, 1904).  

     Large Numbers Accept the Truth.--The time of God's destructive judgments is the time 

of mercy for those who have no opportunity to learn what is truth. Tenderly will the Lord 

look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched out to save, while 

the door is closed to those who would not enter. Large numbers will be admitted who in 

these last days hear the truth for the first time (RH July 5, 1906).  

     7. Giving Glory to God.--To give glory to God is to reveal His character in our own, and 

thus make Him known. And in whatever way we make known the Father or the Son; we 

glorify God (MS 16, 1890).    

   (Daniel 7:25; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Revelation 18:1-5). World Drunk with Wine of 

Babylon.--God denounces Babylon "because she made all nations drink of the wine of the 

wrath of her fornication." This means that she has disregarded the only commandment 

which points out the true God, and has torn down the Sabbath, God's memorial of 

creation. God made the world in six days and rested on the seventh, sanctifying this day, 

and setting it apart from all others as holy to Himself, to be observed by His people 

throughout their generations.   But the man of sin, exalting himself above God, sitting in 

the temple of God, and showing himself to be God, thought to change times and laws. This 

power, thinking to prove that it was not only equal to God, but above God, changed the 

rest day, placing the first day of the week where the seventh should be. And the Protestant 

world has taken this child of the papacy to be regarded as sacred. In the Word of God this 

is called her fornication. God has a controversy with the churches of today. They are 

fulfilling the prophecy of John. "All nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 

fornication." They have divorced themselves from God by refusing to receive His sign. 

They have not the spirit of God's true commandment-keeping people. And the people of the 

world, in giving their sanction to a false Sabbath, and in trampling under their feet the 

Sabbath of the Lord, have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication (Letter 98, 

1900).9-12 (ch. 13:11-17; chs. 12:17; 18:1; Isaiah 58:12-14). The Real Issue in the Final 

Conflict.--[Revelation 14:9, 10 quoted.] It is for the interest of all to understand what the 

mark of the beast is, and how they may escape the dread threatenings of God. Why men 

are not interested to know what constitutes the mark of the beast and his image? It is in 

direct contrast with the mark of God. [Exodus 31:12-17 quoted.] The Sabbath question will 

be the issue in the great conflict in which all the world will act a part. [Revelation 13:4-10 

quoted.] This entire chapter is a revelation of what will surely take place [Revelation 13:11, 

15-17 quoted] (MS 88, 1897).        



What Is the Mark of the Beast?--John was called to behold a people distinct from those 

who worship the beast and his image by keeping the first day of the week. The observance 

of this day is the mark of the beast (Letter 31, 1898).  

     (Ch. 13:16, 17.) Warning against Mark of the Beast.--The third angel's message has been 

sent forth to the world, warning men against receiving the mark of the beast or of his image 

in their foreheads or in their hands. To receive this mark means to come to the same 

decision as the beast has done, and to advocate the same ideas, in direct opposition to the 

Word of God. Of all who receive this mark, God says, "The same shall drink of the wine of 

the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and 

he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the 

presence of the Lamb." . . .   

     If the light of truth has been presented to you, revealing the Sabbath of the fourth 

commandment, and showing that there is no foundation in the Word of God for Sunday 

observance, and yet you still cling to the false Sabbath, refusing to keep holy the Sabbath 

which God calls "My holy day," you receive the mark of the beast. When does this take 

place? When you obey the decree that commands you to cease from labor on Sunday and 

worship God, while you know that there is not a word in the Bible showing Sunday to be 

other than a common working day, you consent to receive the mark of the beast, and refuse 

the seal of God.        

If we receive this mark in our foreheads or in our hands, the judgments pronounced 

against the disobedient must fall upon us. But the seal of the living God is placed upon 

those who conscientiously keep the Sabbath of the Lord (RH July 13, 1897).       

A Life and Death Question.--This message embraces the two preceding messages. It is 

represented as being given with a loud voice; that is, with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Everything is now at stake. The third angel's message is to be regarded as of the highest 

importance. It is a life and death question. The impression made by this message will be 

proportionate to the earnestness and solemnity with which it is proclaimed (MS 16, 

1900).       

 (Verse 1-4.) Not a Visible Mark.--In the issue of the great contest two parties are 

developed, those who "worship the beast and his image," and receive his mark, and those 

who receive "the seal of the living God," who have the "Father's name written in their 

foreheads." This is not a visible mark (ST Nov. 1, 1899).  

     (Ch. 18:1-18; 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12.) Guard Against Mystery of Iniquity.--The third 

angel's message increases in importance as we near the close of this earth's history. . God 

has presented to me the dangers that are threatening those who have been given the sacred 

work of proclaiming the third angel's message. They are to remember that this message is 



of the utmost consequence to the whole world. They need to search the Scriptures 

diligently, that they may learn how to guard against the mystery of iniquity, which plays so 

large a part in the closing scenes of this earth's history.       

 There will be more and still more external parade by worldly powers. Under different 

symbols, God presented to John the wicked character and seductive influence of those who 

have been distinguished for their persecution of His people. The eighteenth chapter of 

Revelation speaks of mystic Babylon, fallen from her high estate to become a persecuting 

power. Those who keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus are the 

object of the wrath of this power [Revelation 18:1-8 quoted] (MS 135, 1902).       

The Time of Test Makes the Issue Clear.--The work of the Holy Spirit is to convince the 

world of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment. The world can only be warned by seeing 

those who believe the truth sanctified through the truth, acting upon high and holy 

principles, showing in a high, elevated sense, the line of demarcation between those who 

keep the commandments of God and whose who trample them under their feet. The 

sanctification of the Spirit signalizes the difference between those who have the seal of God 

and those who keep a spurious rest day.       

When the test comes, it will be clearly shown what the mark of the beast is. It is the keeping 

of Sunday. Those who, after having heard the truth, continue to regard this day as holy 

bear the signature of the man of sin, who thought to change times and laws (Letter 12, 

1900).       The Last Act in the Drama.--The substitution of the false for the true is the last 

act in the drama. When this substitution becomes universal, God will reveal Himself. When 

the laws of men are exalted above the laws of God, when the powers of this earth try to 

force men to keep the first day of the week, know that the time has come for God to work. 

He will arise in His majesty, and will shake terribly the earth. He will come out of His place 

to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity (RH April 23, 1901).       

(Verse 1-4; chs. 7:2, 3; 13:13, 16; Exodus 31:13-17; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.) The Mark of 

Distinction.--We are nearing the close of this earth's history. Satan is making desperate 

efforts to make himself god, to speak and act like God, to appear as one who has a right to 

control the consciences of men. He strives with all his power to place a human institution in 

the position of God's holy rest day. Under the jurisdiction of the man of sin, men have 

exalted a false standard in complete opposition to God's enactment. Each Sabbath 

institution bears the name of its author, an ineffaceable mark showing the authority of 

each. The first day of the week has not one particle of sanctity. It is the production of the 

man of sin, who strives in this way to counterwork God's purposes.       

 God has designated the seventh day as His Sabbath. [Exodus 31:13, 17, 16 quoted.]  



Thus the distinction is drawn between the loyal and the disloyal. Those who desire to have 

the seal of God in their foreheads must keep the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. 

Thus they are distinguished from the disloyal, who have accepted a manmade institution in 

place of the true Sabbath. The observance of God's rest day is a mark of distinction 

between him that serveth God and him that serveth Him not (RH April 23, 1901).  {7BC 

981.2}  

     Genesis 6:17; Matthew 27:21, 22, 29. 

God's Denominated People.--Who are these? God's denominated people--those who on this 

earth have witnessed to their loyalty. Who are they?Those who have kept the 

commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ; those who have owned the 

Crucified One as their Saviour (MS 132, 1903).  

     (Exodus 31:13-17.) What Is God's Sign?--The sign of obedience is the observance of the 

Sabbath of the fourth commandment. If men keep the fourth commandment, they will keep 

all the rest (Letter 31, 1898).  

     (Ch. 7:2, 3; Ezekiel 9:4.) The Mark of the Holy Sabbath.--There is to be a mark placed 

upon God's people, and that mark is the keeping of His holy Sabbath (HS 217).       

Loyal to Whom?--God has declared that it means much to discard the Word of the living 

God, and accept the assertions of those who seek to change times and laws. [Exodus 31:12-

17 quoted.]  

     Those who in the face of these specifications refuse to repent of their transgressions will 

realize the result of disobedience. Individually we need to inquire, In observing a day of 

rest, have I drawn my faith from the Scriptures, or from a spurious representation of 

truth? Every soul who fastens himself to the divine, everlasting covenant, made and 

presented to us as a sign and mark of God's government, fastens himself to the golden 

chain of obedience, every link of which is a promise. He shows that he regards God's Word 

as above the word of man, God's love as preferable to the love of man. And those who 

repent of transgression, and return to their loyalty by accepting God's mark, show 

themselves to be true subjects, ready to do His will, to obey His commandments. True 

observance of the Sabbath is the sign of loyalty to God (MS 63, 1899).  

     Fidelity Grows With the Emergency.-- In revelation 14 John beholds another scene. He 

sees a people whose fidelity and loyalty to the laws of God's kingdom, grow with the 

emergency. The contempt placed upon the law of God only makes them reveal more 

decidedly their love for that law. It increases with the contempt that is placed upon it (MS 

163, 1897).  

     (Psalm 119:126, 127; Malachi 3:18.) It Is Time to Fight!--Let no one yield to temptation 

and become less fervent in his attachment to God's law because of the contempt placed 



upon it; for that is the very thing that should make us pray with all our heart and soul and 

voice, "It is time for thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void thy law." Therefore, 

because of the universal contempt, I will not turn traitor when God will be most glorified 

and most honored by my loyalty. 

How those are described who heed this warning?       

Revelation 14:12 Here is the patience of the saints: here [are] they that keep the 

commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. 

Revelation 13:10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with 

the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints. 

Desire of Ages.pp,397-Tradition- "Ye hypocrites," He said, addressing the wily spies, "well 

did Esaias prophesy of you, saying, This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, 

and honoreth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me. But in vain they do 

worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men." The words of Christ were 

an arraignment of the whole system of Pharisaism. He declared that by placing their 

requirements above the divine precepts the rabbis were setting themselves above 

God.  {DA 397.2}  

     The deputies from Jerusalem were filled with rage. They could not accuse Christ as a 

violator of the law given from Sinai, for He spoke as its defender against their traditions. 

The great precepts of the law, which He had presented, appeared in striking contrast to the 

petty rules that men had devised. To the multitude, and afterward more fully to His 

disciples, Jesus explained that defilement comes not from without, but from within. Purity 

and impurity pertain to the soul. It is the evil deed, the evil word, the evil thought, the 

transgression of the law of God, not the neglect of external, man-made ceremonies that 

defiles a man.      

The disciples noted the rage of the spies as their false teaching was exposed. They saw the 

angry looks, and heard the half-muttered words of dissatisfaction and revenge. Forgetting 

how often Christ had given evidence that He read the heart as an open book, they told Him 

of the effect of His words. Hoping that He might conciliate the enraged officials, they said 

to Jesus, "Knowest Thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?" 

He answered, "Every plant, which My heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted 

up." The customs and traditions so highly valued by the rabbis were of this world, not 

from heaven. However great their authority with the people, they could not endure the 

testing of God. Every human invention that has been substituted for the commandments of 

God will be found worthless in that day when "God shall bring every work into judgment, 

with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil." Ecclesiastes 12:14.      



 The substitution of the precepts of men for the commandments of God has not ceased. 

Even among Christians are found institutions and usages that have no better foundation 

than the traditions of the fathers. Such institutions, resting upon mere human authority, 

have supplanted those of divine appointment. Men cling to their traditions, and revere 

their customs, and cherish hatred against those who seek to show them their error. In this 

day, when we are bidden to call attention to the commandments of God and the faith of 

Jesus, we see the same enmity as was manifested in the days of Christ. Of the remnant 

people of God it is written, "The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war 

with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the 

testimony of Jesus Christ." Revelation 12:17. But "every plant, which My heavenly Father 

hath not planted, shall be rooted up." In place of the authority of the so-called fathers of 

the church, God bids us accept the word of the eternal Father, the Lord of heaven and 

earth. Here alone is truth unmixed with error. David said, "I have more understanding 

than all my teachers: for Thy testimonies are my meditation. I understand more than the 

ancients, because I keep Thy precepts." Psalm 119:99, 100. Let all who accept human 

authority, the customs of the church, or the traditions of the fathers, take heed to the 

warning conveyed in the words of Christ, "In vain they do worship me, teaching for 

doctrines the commandments of men." 

Who is the Beast Power? 

What Description is given of the beast against whose worship this closing warning message 

is given? 

Revelation 13:1-2 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the 

sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads 

the name of blasphemy.  

 13:2 and the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a 

bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his 

seat, and great authority. 

Daniel 13:1  And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the 

name of blasphemy.  

 13:2 and the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as [the feet] of a 

bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his 

seat, and great authority. 

  7:7 and behold a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and strong exceedingly; and it had 

great iron teeth: it devoured and brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with the feet of 

it: and it [was] diverse from all the beasts that [were] before it; and it had ten horns. 



Daniel 7:19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all 

the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth [were of] iron, and his nails [of] brass; [which] 

devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet;  

 7:20  And of the ten horns that [were] in his head, and [of] the other which came up, and 

before whom three fell; even [of] that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very 

great things, whose look [was] more stout than his fellows. 

Daniel 2:40  and the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in 

pieces and subdueth all [things]: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces 

and bruise. 

Revelation 12:9 and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were 

cast out with him. 

Revelation 16:10-11And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the seat of the beast; and 

his kingdom was full of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues for pain,  

 16:11            and blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and 

repented not of their deeds. 

Note—Bible Reading for the home .pp,108—In this Composite beast from the sea are 

combined of the symbols of the  seventh  the chapter of Daniel, representing Rome, Persia 

and Babylon. Its blasphemous words its persecution of the saints and its seven-headed 

manifestation is identical with the little horn of the vision of Daniel 7.modern Babylon the 

papacy the worship of the beast is the rendering of homage to the papacy which is due to 

god alone, the station of religion enforced by the papacy contains the paganism of Babylon 

Medo-Persia Greece and Rome Indicated by the beast’s composite character {verse} 

disguised under the forms and names of Christianity. 

Note- The great Controversy.pp, 578-{1911}-  A striking illustration of Rome's policy 

toward those who disagree with her was given in the long and bloody persecution of the 

Waldenses, some of whom were observers of the Sabbath. Others suffered in a similar 

manner for their fidelity to the fourth commandment. The history of the churches of 

Ethiopia and Abyssinia is especially significant. Amid the gloom of the Dark Ages, the 

Christians of Central Africa were lost sight of and forgotten by the world, and for many 

centuries they enjoyed freedom in the exercise of their faith. But at last Rome learned of 

their existence, and the emperor of Abyssinia was soon beguiled into an acknowledgment of 

the pope as the vicar of Christ. Other concessions followed. An edict was issued forbidding 

the observance of the Sabbath under the severest penalties. (See Michael Geddes, Church 

History of Ethiopia, pages 311, 312.) But papal tyranny soon became a yoke so galling that 

the Abyssinians determined to break it from their necks. After a terrible struggle the 



Romanists were banished from their dominions, and the ancient faith was restored. The 

churches rejoiced in their freedom, and they never forgot the lesson they had learned 

concerning the deception, the fanaticism, and the despotic power of Rome. Within their 

solitary realm they were content to remain, unknown to the rest of Christendom.  

     The churches of Africa held the Sabbath as it was held by the papal church before her 

complete apostasy. While they kept the seventh day in obedience to the commandment of 

God, they abstained from labor on the Sunday in conformity to the custom of the church. 

Upon obtaining supreme power, Rome had trampled upon the Sabbath of God to exalt her 

own; but the churches of Africa, hidden for nearly a thousand years, did not share in this 

apostasy. When brought under the sway of Rome, they were forced to set aside the true and 

exalt the false sabbath; but no sooner had they regained their independence than they 

returned to obedience to the fourth commandment. (See Appendix.) These records of the 

past clearly reveal the enmity of Rome toward the true Sabbath and its defenders, and the 

means which she employs to honor the institution of her creating. The word of God teaches 

that these scenes are to be repeated as Roman Catholics and Protestants shall unite for 

the  exaltation of the Sunday.  

 The prophecy of Revelation 13 declares that the power represented by the beast with 

lamblike horns shall cause "the earth and them which dwell therein" to worship the 

papacy --there symbolized by the beast "like unto a leopard." The beast with two horns is 

also to say "to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast;" 

and, furthermore, it is to command all, "both small and great, rich and poor, free and 

bond," to receive the mark of the beast. Revelation 13:11-16. It has been shown that the 

United States is the power represented by the beast with lamblike horns, and that this 

prophecy will be fulfilled when the United States shall enforce Sunday observance, which 

Rome claims as the special acknowledgment of her supremacy. But in this homage to the 

papacy the United States will not be alone. The influence of Rome in the countries that once 

acknowledged her dominion is still far from being destroyed. And prophecy foretells a 

restoration of her power. "I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his 

deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast." Verse 3. The 

infliction of the deadly wound points to the downfall of the papacy in 1798. After this, says 

the prophet, "his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast." 

Paul states plainly that the "man of sin" will continue until the second advent. 2 

Thessalonians 2:3-8. To the very close of time he will carry forward the work of deception. 

And the revelator declares, also referring to the papacy: "All that dwell upon the earth 

shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life." Revelation 13:8. In 

both the Old and the New World, the papacy will receive homage in the honor paid to the 



Sunday institution, that rests solely upon the authority of the Roman Church.       Since the 

middle of the nineteenth century, students of prophecy in the United States have presented 

this testimony to the world. In the events now taking place is seen a rapid advance toward 

the fulfillment of the prediction. With Protestant teachers there is the same claim of divine 

authority for Sunday keeping, and the same lack of Scriptural evidence, as with the papal 

leaders who fabricated miracles to supply the place of a command from God. The assertion 

that God's judgments are visited upon men for their violation of the 

Sunday-Sabbath will be repeated; already it is beginning to be urged. And a movement to 

enforce Sunday observance is fast gaining ground. Marvelous in her shrewdness and 

cunning is the Roman Church. She can read what is to be. She bides her time, seeing that 

the Protestant churches are paying her homage in their acceptance of the false Sabbath and 

that they are preparing to enforce it by the very means which she herself employed in 

bygone days. Those who reject the light of truth will yet seek the aid of this self-styled 

infallible power to exalt an institution that originated with her. How readily she will come 

to the help of Protestants in this work it is not difficult to conjecture. Who understands 

better than the papal leaders how to deal with those who are disobedient to the 

church?  The Roman Catholic Church, with all its ramifications throughout the world, 

forms one vast organization under the control, and designed to serve the interests, of the 

papal see. Its millions of communicants, in every country on the globe, are instructed to 

hold themselves as bound in allegiance to the pope. Whatever their nationality or their 

government, they are to regard the authority of the church as above all other. Though they 

may take the oath pledging their loyalty to the state, yet back of this lies the vow of 

obedience to Rome, absolving them from every pledge inimical to her interests.  

 History testifies of her artful and persistent efforts to insinuate herself into the affairs of 

nations; and having gained a foothold, to further her own aims, even at the ruin of princes 

and people. In the year 1204, Pope Innocent III extracted from Peter II, king of Arragon, 

the following extraordinary oath: "I, Peter, king of Arragonians, profess and promise to be 

ever faithful and obedient to my lord, Pope Innocent, to his Catholic successors, and the 

Roman Church, and faithfully to preserve my kingdom in his obedience, defending the 

Catholic faith, and persecuting heretical pravity." --John Dowling, The History of 

Romanism, b. 5, ch. 6, sec. 55. This is in harmony with the claims regarding the power of 

the Roman pontiff "that it is lawful for him to depose emperors" and "that he can absolve 

subjects from their allegiance to unrighteous rulers."--Mosheim, b. 3, cent. 11, pt. 2, ch. 2, 

sec. 9, note 17. (See also Appendix note for page 447.)  {GC 580.3} 

     And let it be remembered, it is the boast of Rome that she never changes. The principles 

of Gregory VII and Innocent III are still the principles of the Roman Catholic Church. 



And had she but the power, she would put them in practice with as much vigor now as in 

past centuries. Protestants little know what they are doing when they propose to accept the 

aid of Rome in the work of Sunday exaltation. While they are bent upon the 

accomplishment of their purpose, Rome is aiming to re-establish her power, to recover her 

lost supremacy. Let the principle once be established in the United States that the church 

may employ or control the power of the state; that religious observances may be enforced 

by secular laws; in short, that the authority of church and state is to dominate the 

conscience, and the triumph of Rome in this country is assured.  

     God's word has given warning of the impending danger; let this be unheeded, and the 

Protestant world will learn what the purposes of Rome really are, only when it is too late to 

escape the snare. She is silently growing into power. Her doctrines are exerting their 

influence in legislative halls, in the churches, and in the hearts of men. She is piling up her 

lofty and massive structures in the secret recesses of which her former persecutions will be 

repeated. Stealthily and unsuspectedly she is strengthening her forces to further her own 

ends when the time shall come for her to strike. All that she desires is vantage ground, and 

this is already being given her. We shall soon see and shall feel what the purpose of the 

Roman element is. Whoever shall believe and obey the word of God will thereby incur 

reproach and persecution.  

What Challenge is made by those who worship the beast? 

Revelation 13:4 and they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and 

they worshipped the beast, saying, who [is] like unto the beast? Who is able to make war 

with him? 

Revelation 18:18 and cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, what [city is] 

like unto this great city!  

 18:19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, 

that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her 

costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. 

Note—The Great Controversy.pp653-dosolation of the earth-- "Her sins have reached unto 

heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities. . . . In the cup which she hath filled fill to 

her double. How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment 

and sorrow give her: for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall 

see no sorrow. Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and 

famine; and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judgeth 

her. And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived deliciously with 

her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, . . . saying, Alas, alas that great city Babylon, that 

mighty city! for in one hour is thy judgment come." Revelation 18:5-10. "The merchants of 



the earth," that have "waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies," "shall stand 

afar off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and saying, Alas, alas that great 

city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with gold, and 

precious stones, and pearls! For in one hour so great riches is come to nought." Revelation 

18:11, 3, 15-17.  

Such are the judgments that fall upon Babylon in the day of the visitation of God's wrath. 

She has filled up the measure of her iniquity; her time has come; she is ripe for destruction. 

When the voice of God turns the captivity of His people, there is a terrible awakening of 

those who have lost all in the great conflict of life. While probation continued they were 

blinded by Satan's deceptions, and they justified their course of sin. The rich prided 

themselves upon their superiority to those who were less favored; but they had obtained 

their riches by violation of the law of God. They had neglected to feed the hungry, to clothe 

the naked, to deal justly, and to love mercy. They had sought to exalt themselves and to 

obtain the homage of their fellow creatures. Now they are stripped of all that made them 

great and are left destitute and defenseless. They look with terror upon the destruction of 

the idols which they preferred before their Maker. They have sold their souls for earthly 

riches and enjoyments, and have not sought to become rich toward God. The result is, their 

lives are a failure; their pleasures are now turned to gall, their treasures to corruption. The 

gain of a lifetime is swept away in a moment. The rich bemoan the destruction of their 

grand houses, the scattering of their gold and silver. But their lamentations are silenced by 

the fear that they themselves are to perish with their idols.  The wicked are filled with 

regret, not because of their sinful neglect of God and their fellow men, but because God has 

conquered. They lament that the result is what it is; but they do not repent of their 

wickedness. They would leave no means untried to conquer if they could.   The world see 

the very class whom they have mocked and derided, and desired to exterminate, pass 

unharmed through pestilence, tempest, and earthquake. He, who is to the transgressors of 

His law a devouring fire, is to His people a safe pavilion. The minister who has sacrificed 

truth to gain the favor of men now discerns the character and influence of his teachings. It 

is apparent that the omniscient eye was following him as he stood in the desk, as he walked 

the streets, as he mingled with men in the various scenes of life. Every emotion of the soul, 

every line written, every word uttered, every act that led men to rest in a refuge of 

falsehood, has been scattering seed; and now, in the wretched, lost souls around him, he 

beholds the harvest.  Saith the Lord: "They have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 

people slightly, saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace." "With lies ye have made the 

heart of the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad; and strengthened the hands of the 

wicked, that he should not return from his wicked way, by promising him life." Jeremiah 



8:11; Ezekiel 13:22. "Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of My 

pasture! . . . Behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings." "Howl, ye shepherds, and 

cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for your days for 

slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; . . . and the shepherds shall have no 

way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape." Jeremiah 23:1, 2;  25:34, 35, margin. 

Ministers and people see that they have not sustained the right relation to God. They see 

that they have rebelled against the Author of all just and righteous law. The setting aside of 

the divine precepts gave rise to thousands of springs of evil, discord, hatred, iniquity, until 

the earth became one vast field of strife, one sink of corruption. This is the view that now 

appears to those who rejected truth and chose to cherish error. No language can express 

the longing which the disobedient and disloyal feel for that which they have lost forever--

eternal life. Men whom the world has worshiped for their talents and eloquence now see 

these things in their true light. They realize what they have forfeited by transgression, and 

they fall at the feet of those whose fidelity they have despised and derided, and confess that 

God has loved them.       The people see that they have been deluded. They accuse one 

another of having led them to destruction; but all unite in heaping their bitterest 

condemnation upon the ministers. Unfaithful pastors have prophesied smooth things; they 

have led their hearers to make void the law of God and to persecute those who would keep 

it holy. Now, in their despair, these teachers confess before the world their work of 

deception. The multitudes are filled with fury. "We are lost!" they cry, "and you are the 

cause of our ruin;" and they turn upon the false shepherds. The very ones that once 

admired them most will pronounce the most dreadful curses upon them. The very hands 

that once crowned them with laurels will be raised for their destruction. The swords which 

were to slay God's people are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is 

strife and bloodshed.       "A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord 

hath a controversy with the nations, He will plead with all flesh; He will give them that are 

wicked to the sword." Jeremiah 25:31. For six thousand years the great controversy has 

been in progress; the Son of God and His heavenly messengers have been in conflict with 

the power of the evil one, to warn, enlighten, and save the children of men. Now all have 

made their decisions; the wicked have fully united with Satan in his warfare against God. 

The time has come for God to vindicate the authority of His downtrodden law. Now the 

controversy is not alone with Satan, but with men. "The Lord hath a controversy with the 

nations;" "He will give them that are wicked to the sword." The mark of deliverance has 

been set upon those "that sigh and that cry for all the abominations that be done." Now the 

angel of death goes forth, represented in Ezekiel's vision by the men with the slaughtering 

weapons, to whom the command is given: "Slay utterly old and young, both maids, and 



little children, and women: but come not near any man upon whom is the mark; and begin 

at My sanctuary." Says the prophet: "They began at the ancient men which were before 

the house." Ezekiel 9:1-6. The work of destruction begins among those who have professed 

to be the spiritual guardians of the people. The false watchmen are the first to fall. There 

are none to pity or to spare. Men, women, maidens, and little children perish together.    

 "The Lord cometh out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: 

the earth also shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain." Isaiah 26:21. 

"And this shall be the plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought 

against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away while they stand upon their feet, and 

their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their 

mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall be 

among them; and they shall lay hold everyone on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand 

shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor." Zechariah 14:12, 13. In the mad strife of 

their own fierce passions, and by the awful outpouring of God's unmingled wrath, fall the 

wicked inhabitants of the earth--priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high and low. 

"And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the 

other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried." Jeremiah 

25:33. At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of the whole earth--

consumed with the spirit of His mouth and destroyed by the brightness of His glory. Christ 

takes His people to the City of God, and the earth is emptied of its inhabitants. "Behold, 

the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and 

scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof." "The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly 

spoiled: for the Lord hath spoken this word." "Because they have transgressed the laws, 

changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse 

devoured the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of 

the earth are burned." Isaiah 24:1, 3, 5, 6. The whole earth appears like a desolate 

wilderness. The ruins of cities and villages destroyed by the earthquake, uprooted trees, 

ragged rocks thrown out by the sea or torn out of the earth itself, are scattered over its 

surface, while vast caverns mark the spot where the mountains have been rent from their 

foundations.       

Now the event takes place foreshadowed in the last solemn service of the Day of Atonement. 

When the ministration in the holy of holies had been completed, and the sins of Israel had 

been removed from the sanctuary by virtue of the blood of the sin offering, then the 

scapegoat was presented alive before the Lord; and in the presence of the congregation the 

high priest confessed over him "all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their 

transgressions in all their sins, putting them upon the head of the goat." Leviticus 16:21. In 



like manner, when the work of atonement in the heavenly sanctuary has been completed, 

then in the presence of God and heavenly angels and the hosts of the redeemed the sins of 

God's people will be placed upon Satan; he will be declared guilty of all the evil which he 

has caused them to commit. And as the scapegoat was sent away into a land not inhabited, 

so Satan will be banished to the desolate earth, an uninhabited and dreary wilderness.       

The revelator foretells the banishment of Satan and the condition of chaos and desolation 

to which the earth is to be reduced, and he declares that this condition will exist for a 

thousand years. After presenting the scenes of the Lord's second coming and the 

destruction of the wicked, the prophecy continues: "I saw an angel come down from 

heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold 

on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand 

years, and cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that 

he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after 

that he must be loosed a little season." Revelation 20:1-3. That the expression "bottomless 

pit" represents the earth in a state of confusion and darkness is evident from other 

scriptures. Concerning the condition of the earth "in the beginning," the Bible record says 

that it "was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep." [THE 

HEBREW WORD HERE TRANSLATED "DEEP" IS RENDERED IN THE 

SEPTUAGINT (GREEK) TRANSLATION OF THE HEBREW OLD TESTAMENT BY 

THE SAME WORD RENDERED "BOTTOMLESS PIT" IN REVELATION 20:1-3.] 

Genesis 1:2. Prophecy teaches that it will be brought back, partially at least, to this 

condition. Looking forward to the great day of God, the prophet Jeremiah declares: "I 

beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no 

light. I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I 

beheld, and, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, 

lo, the fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down." 

Jeremiah 4:23-26.  Here is to be the home of Satan with his evil angels for a thousand years. 

Limited to the earth, he will not have access to other worlds to tempt and annoy those who 

have never fallen. It is in this sense that he is bound: there are none remaining, upon whom 

he can exercise his power. He is wholly cut off from the work of deception and ruin which 

for so many centuries has been his sole delight. The prophet Isaiah, looking forward to the 

time of Satan's overthrow, exclaims: "How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 

the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! . . . 

Thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God: . . . I will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the 

sides of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, 



Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; that made the 

world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house of his 

prisoners?" Isaiah 14:12-17.  {GC 659.2}  

     For six thousand years, Satan's work of rebellion has "made the earth to tremble." He 

had "made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof." And he "opened 

not the house of his prisoners." For six thousand years his prison house has received God's 

people, and he would have held them captive forever; but Christ had broken his bonds and 

set the prisoners free. Even the wicked are now placed beyond the power of Satan, and 

alone with his evil angels he remains to realize the effect of the curse which sin has brought. 

"The kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in glory, everyone in his own house [the 

grave]. But thou art cast out of thy grave like an abominable branch. . . . Thou shalt not be 

joined with them in burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land, and slain thy people." 

Isaiah 14:18-20. For a thousand years, Satan will wander to and fro in the desolate earth to 

behold the results of his rebellion against the law of God. During this time his sufferings 

are intense. Since his fall his life of unceasing activity has banished reflection; but he is now 

deprived of his power and left to contemplate the part which he has acted since first he 

rebelled against the government of heaven, and to look forward with trembling and terror 

to the dreadful future when he must suffer for all the evil that he has done and be punished 

for the sins that he has caused to be committed, To God's people the captivity of Satan will 

bring gladness and rejoicing. Says the prophet: "It shall come to pass in the day that 

Jehovah shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy trouble, and from the hard 

service wherein thou wast made to serve, that thou shalt take up this parable against the 

king of Babylon [here representing Satan], and say, How hath the oppressor ceased! . . . 

Jehovah hath broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of the rulers; that smote the 

peoples in wrath with a continual stroke, that ruled the nations in anger, with a persecution 

that none restrained." Verses 3-6, R.V. During the thousand years between the first and the 

second resurrection the judgment of the wicked takes place. The apostle Paul points to this 

judgment as an event that follows the Second Advent. "Judge nothing before the time, until 

the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 

manifest the counsels of The hearts." 1 Corinthians 4:5. Daniel declares that when the 

Ancient of Days came, "judgment was given to the saints of the Most High." Daniel 7:22. 

At this time the righteous reign as kings and priests unto God. John in the Revelation says: 

"I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them." "They shall 

be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years." Revelation 

20:4, 6. It is at this time that, as foretold by Paul, "the saints shall judge the world." 1 

Corinthians 6:2. In union with Christ they judge the wicked, comparing their acts with the 



statute book, the Bible, and deciding every case according to the deeds done in the body. 

Then the portion which the wicked must suffer is meted out, according to their works; and 

it is recorded against their names in the book of death. Satan also and evil angels are 

judged by Christ and His people. Says Paul: "Know ye not that we shall judge angels?" 

Verse 3. And Jude declares that "the angels who kept not their first estate, but left their 

own habitation, He hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment 

of the great day." Jude 6.At the close of the thousand years the second resurrection will 

take place. Then the wicked will be raised from the dead and appear before God for the 

execution of "the judgment written." Thus the revelator, after describing the resurrection 

of the righteous, says: "The rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were 

finished." Revelation 20:5. And Isaiah declares, concerning the wicked: "They shall be 

gathered together, as prisoners are gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the prison, 

and after many days shall they be visited." Isaiah 24:22. 

Whose Sovereignty is thus challenged? 

Jeremiah 10:6 Forasmuch as [there is] none like unto thee, O LORD; thou [art] great, and 

thy name [is] great in might 

Revelation 15:3 and they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 

Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous [are] thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true 

[are] thy ways, thou King of saints.  

 15:4  who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for [thou] only [art] holy: for 

all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

Psalm 89:6 for who in the heaven can be compared unto the LORD? [who] among the sons 

of the mighty can be likened unto the LORD?  

 89:7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of 

all [them that are] about him. 

Psalm 71:19            Thy righteousness also, O God, [is] very high, who hast done great 

things: O God, who [is] like unto thee! 

Psalm 86:8 among the gods [there is] none like unto thee, O Lord; neither [are there any 

works] like unto thy works. 

Psalm 86:6 give ears, O LORD, unto my prayer; and attend to the voice of my 

supplications.  

 86:7  in the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me. 

Psalm 40:5 Many, O LORD my God, [are] thy wonderful works [which] thou hast done, 

and thy thoughts [which are] to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: 

[if] I would declare and speak [of them], they are more than can be numbered.  



Note—prophets and kings.pp,96--at times during the centuries that followed, the throne of 

David was occupied by men of moral worth and far-seeing judgment, and under the 

rulership of these sovereigns the blessings resting upon the men of Judah were extended to 

the surrounding nations. At times the name of Jehovah was exalted above every false god, 

and His law was held in reverence. From time to time mighty prophets arose to strengthen 

the hands of the rulers and to encourage the people to continued faithfulness. But the seeds 

of evil already springing up when Rehoboam ascended the throne were never to be wholly 

uprooted; and at times the once-favored people of God were to fall so low as to become a 

byword among the heathen. Yet notwithstanding the perversity of those who leaned toward 

idolatrous practices, God in mercy would do everything in His power to save the divided 

kingdom from utter ruin. And as the years rolled on and His purpose concerning Israel 

seemed to be utterly thwarted by the devices of men inspired by satanic agencies, He still 

manifested His beneficent designs through the captivity and restoration of the chosen 

nation. The rending of the kingdom was but the beginning of a wonderful history, wherein 

are revealed the long-sufferance and tender mercy of God. From the crucible of affliction 

through which they were to pass because of hereditary and cultivated tendencies to evil, 

those whom God was seeking to purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good 

works, were finally to acknowledge:        

There is none like unto Thee, O Lord; Thou art great, and Thy name is great in might. 

Who would not fear Thee, O King of nations? . . . Among all the wise men of the nations, 

and in all their kingdoms, there is none like unto Thee." "The Lord is the true God, He is 

the living God, and an everlasting King."Jeremiah 10:6, 7, 10. And the worshipers of idols 

were at last to learn the lesson that false gods are powerless to uplift and save. "The gods 

that have not made the heavens and the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and 

from under these heavens." Verse 11. Only in allegiance to the living God, the Creator of 

all and the Ruler over all, can man find rest and peace. With one accord the chastened and 

penitent of Israel and Judah were at last to renew their covenant relationship with Jehovah 

of hosts, the God of their fathers; and of Him they were to declare: 

 "He hath made the earth by His power, 

    He hath established the world by His wisdom, 

    And hath stretched out the heavens by His discretion. 

"When He uttereth His voice, there is a multitude of waters 

  in the heavens. 

 And He causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends 

 of the earth; 

 He maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the 



wind out of His treasure 

"Every man is brutish in his knowledge: 

Every founder is confounded by the graven image: 

For his molten image is falsehood, and there is no breath 

in them. 

  "They are vanity, and the work of errors: 

   In the time of their visitation they shall perish. 

   The portion of Jacob is not like them: 

      "For He is the former of all things; 

       And Israel is the rod of His inheritance: 

       The Lord of hosts is His name."  Verses 12-16. 

What Specifications of the man of sin are thus met? 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 Let no man deceive you by any means: for [that day shall not come], 

except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of 

perdition;  

 2:4 who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; 

so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God. 

Matthew 24:4-5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man deceive 

you.  

 24:5 for many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many. 

Ephesians 5:6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh 

the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.  

 5:7 be not ye therefore partakers with them. 

Colossians 2:8 Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the 

tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

1 Timothy 4:1 Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 

from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;  

 4:2 Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 

Note—The Great Controversy.pp49{1911}—An Era of Spiritual Darkness—Ques 8--  " 

Chap. 3 - An Era of Spiritual Darkness 

The apostle Paul, in his second letter to the Thessalonians, foretold the great apostasy 

which would result in the establishment of the papal power. He declared that the day of 

Christ should not come, "except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be 

revealed, the son of perdition; who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called 

God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself 

that he is God." And furthermore, the apostle warns his brethren that "the mystery of 



iniquity doth already work." 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4, 7. Even at that early date he saw, 

creeping into the church, errors that would prepare the way for the development of the 

papacy.    

     Little by little, at first in stealth and silence, and then more openly as it increased in 

strength and gained control of the minds of men, "the mystery of iniquity" carried forward 

its deceptive and blasphemous work. Almost imperceptibly the customs of heathenism 

found their way into the Christian church. The spirit of compromise and conformity was 

restrained for a time by the fierce persecutions which the church endured under paganism. 

But as persecution ceased, and Christianity entered the courts and palaces of kings, she 

laid aside the humble simplicity of Christ and His apostles for the pomp and pride of pagan 

priests and rulers; and in place of the requirements of God, she substituted human theories 

and traditions. The nominal conversion of Constantine, in the early part of the fourth 

century, caused great rejoicing; and the world, cloaked with a form of righteousness, 

walked into the church. Now the work of corruption rapidly progressed. Paganism, while 

appearing to be vanquished, became the conqueror. Her spirit controlled the church. Her 

doctrines, ceremonies, and superstitions were incorporated into the faith and worship of 

the professed followers of Christ.     

     This compromise between paganism and Christianity resulted in the development of 

"the man of sin" foretold in prophecy as opposing and exalting himself above God. That 

gigantic system of false religion is a masterpiece of Satan's power--a monument of his 

efforts to seat himself upon the throne to rule the earth according to his will.  

     Satan once endeavored to form a compromise with Christ. He came to the Son of God in 

the wilderness of temptation, and showing Him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory 

of them, offered to give all into His hands if He would but acknowledge the supremacy of 

the prince of darkness. Christ rebuked the presumptuous tempter and forced him to 

depart. But Satan meets with greater success in presenting the same temptations to man. 

To secure worldly gains and honors, the church was led to seek the favor and support of 

the great men of earth; and having thus rejected Christ, she was induced to yield allegiance 

to the representative of Satan--the bishop of Rome. 

     It is one of the leading doctrines of Romanism that the pope is the visible head of the 

universal church of Christ, invested with supreme authority over bishops and pastors in all 

parts of the world. More than this, the pope has been given the very titles of Deity. He has 

been styled "Lord God the Pope" (see Appendix), and has been declared infallible. He 

demands the homage of all men. The same claim urged by Satan in the wilderness of 

temptation is still urged by him through the Church of Rome, and vast numbers are ready 

to yield him homage.                                                                   



     But those who fear and reverence God meet this heaven-daring assumption as Christ 

met the solicitations of the wily foe: "Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 

shalt thou serve." Luke 4:8. God has never given a hint in His word that He has appointed 

any man to be the head of the church. The doctrine of papal supremacy is directly opposed 

to the teachings of the Scriptures. The pope can have no power over Christ's church except 

by usurpation.     

     Romanists have persisted in bringing against Protestants the charge of heresy and 

willful separation from the true church. But these accusations apply rather to themselves. 

They are the ones who laid down the banner of Christ and departed from "the faith which 

was once delivered unto the saints." Jude 3.  

     Satan well knew that the Holy Scriptures would enable men to discern his deceptions 

and withstand his power. It was by the word that even the Saviour of the world had 

resisted his attacks. At every assault, Christ presented the shield of eternal truth, saying, 

"It is written." To every suggestion of the adversary, He opposed the wisdom and power of 

the word. In order for Satan to maintain his sway over men, and establish the authority of 

the papal usurper, he must keep them in ignorance of the Scriptures. The Bible would exalt 

God and place finite men in their true position; therefore its sacred truths must be 

concealed and suppressed. This logic was adopted by the Roman Church. For hundreds of 

years the circulation of the Bible was prohibited. The people were forbidden to read it or to 

have it in their houses, and unprincipled priests and prelates interpreted its teachings to 

sustain their pretensions. Thus the pope came to be almost universally acknowledged as the 

vicegerent of God on earth, endowed with authority over church and state.  

     The detector of error having been removed, Satan worked according to his will. 

Prophecy had declared that the papacy was to "think to change times and laws." Daniel 

7:25. This work it was not slow to attempt. To afford converts from heathenism a substitute 

for the worship of idols, and thus to promote their nominal acceptance of Christianity, the 

adoration of images and relics was gradually introduced into the Christian worship. The 

decree of a general council (see Appendix) finally established this system of idolatry. To 

complete the sacrilegious work, Rome presumed to expunge from the law of God the 

second commandment, forbidding image worship, and to divide the tenth commandment, 

in order to preserve the number. 

     The spirit of concession to paganism opened the way for a still further disregard of 

Heaven's authority. Satan, working through unconsecrated leaders of the church, 

tampered with the fourth commandment also, and essayed to set aside the ancient Sabbath, 

the day which God had blessed and sanctified (Genesis 2:2, 3), and in its stead to exalt the 

festival observed by the heathen as "the venerable day of the sun." This change was not at 



first attempted openly. In the first centuries the true Sabbath had been kept by all 

Christians. They were jealous for the honor of God, and, believing that His law is 

immutable, they zealously guarded the sacredness of its precepts. But with great subtlety 

Satan worked through his agents to bring about his object. That the attention of the people 

might be called to the Sunday, it was made a festival in honor of the resurrection of Christ. 

Religious services were held upon it; yet it was regarded as a day of recreation, the Sabbath 

being still sacredly observed.  

     To prepare the way for the work which he designed to accomplish, Satan had led the 

Jews, before the advent of Christ, to load down the Sabbath with the most rigorous 

exactions, making its observance a burden. Now, taking advantage of the false light in 

which he had thus caused it to be regarded, he cast contempt upon it as a Jewish 

institution. While Christians generally continued to observe the Sunday as a joyous festival, 

he led them, in order to show their hatred of Judaism, to make the Sabbath a fast, a day of 

sadness and gloom.    

     In the early part of the fourth century the emperor Constantine issued a decree making 

Sunday a public festival throughout the Roman Empire. (See Appendix.) The day of the 

sun was reverenced by his pagan subjects and was honored by Christians; it was the 

emperor's policy to unite the conflicting interests of heathenism and Christianity. He was 

urged to do this by the bishops of the church, who, inspired by ambition and thirst for 

power, perceived that if the same day was observed by both Christians and heathen, it 

would promote the nominal acceptance of Christianity by pagans and thus advance the 

power and glory of the church. But while many God-fearing Christians were gradually led 

to regard Sunday as possessing a degree of sacredness, they still held the true Sabbath as 

the holy of the Lord and observed it in obedience to the fourth commandment.       The 

archdeceiver had not completed his work. He was resolved to gather the Christian world 

under his banner and to exercise his power through his vicegerent, the proud pontiff who 

claimed to be the representative of Christ. Through half-converted pagans, ambitious 

prelates, and world-loving churchmen he accomplished his purpose. Vast councils were 

held from time to time, in which the dignitaries of the church were convened from all the 

world. In nearly every council the Sabbath which God had instituted was pressed down a 

little lower, while the Sunday was correspondingly exalted. Thus the pagan festival came 

finally to be honored as a divine institution, while the Bible Sabbath was pronounced a 

relic of Judaism, and its observers were declared to be accursed.  

     The great apostate had succeeded in exalting himself "above all that is called God, or 

that is worshiped." 2 Thessalonians 2:4. He had dared to change the only precept of the 

divine law that unmistakably points all mankind to the true and living God. In the fourth 



commandment, God is revealed as the Creator of the heavens and the earth, and is thereby 

distinguished from all false gods. It was as a memorial of the work of creation that the 

seventh day was sanctified as a rest day for man. It was designed to keep the living God 

ever before the minds of men as the source of being and the object of reverence and 

worship. Satan strives to turn men from their allegiance to God, and from rendering 

obedience to His law; therefore he directs his efforts especially against that commandment 

which points to God as the Creator.     

     Protestants now urge that the resurrection of Christ on Sunday made it the Christian 

Sabbath. But Scripture evidence is lacking. No such honor was given to the day by Christ 

or His apostles. The observance of Sunday as a Christian institution had its origin in that 

"mystery of lawlessness" (2 Thessalonians 2:7, R.V.) which, even in Paul's day, had begun 

its work. Where and when did the Lord adopt this child of the papacy? What valid reason 

can be given for a change which the Scriptures do not sanction?    

     In the sixth century the papacy had become firmly established. Its seat of power was 

fixed in the imperial city, and the bishop of Rome was declared to be the head over the 

entire church. Paganism had given place to the papacy. The dragon had given to the beast 

"his power, and his seat, and great authority." Revelation 13:2. And now began the 1260 

years of papal oppression foretold in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation. Daniel 

7:25; Revelation 13:5-7. (See Appendix.) Christians were forced to choose either to yield 

their integrity and accept the papal ceremonies and worship, or to wear away their lives in 

dungeons or suffer death by the rack, the fagot, or the headsman's ax. Now were fulfilled 

the words of Jesus: "Ye shall be betrayed both by parents, and brethren, and kinsfolks, 

and friends; and some of you shall they cause to be put to death. And ye shall be hated of 

all men for My name's sake." Luke 21:16, 17. Persecution opened upon the faithful with 

greater fury than ever before, and the world became a vast battlefield. For hundreds of 

years the church of Christ found refuge in seclusion and obscurity. Thus says the prophet: 

"The woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared of God, that they 

should feed her there a thousand two hundred and three-score days." Revelation 12:6. 

     The accession of the Roman Church to power marked the beginning of the Dark Ages. 

As her power increased, the darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, the 

true foundation, to the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting in the Son of God for forgiveness 

of sins and for eternal salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the priests and 

prelates to whom he delegated authority. They were taught that the pope was their earthly 

mediator and that none could approach God except through him; and, further, that he 

stood in the place of God to them and was therefore to be implicitly obeyed. A deviation 

from his requirements was sufficient cause for the severest punishment to be visited upon 



the bodies and souls of the offenders. Thus the minds of the people were turned away from 

God to fallible, erring, and cruel men, nay, more, to the prince of darkness himself, who 

exercised his power through them. Sin was disguised in a garb of sanctity. When the 

Scriptures are suppressed, and man comes to regard himself as supreme, we need look only 

for fraud, deception, and debasing iniquity. With the elevation of human laws and 

traditions was manifest the corruption that ever results from setting aside the law of God.  

     Those were days of peril for the church of Christ. The faithful standard-bearers were 

few indeed. Though the truth was not left without witnesses, yet at times it seemed that 

error and superstition would wholly prevail, and true religion would be banished from the 

earth. The gospel was lost sight of, but the forms of religion were multiplied, and the people 

were burdened with rigorous exactions.  

     They were taught not only to look to the pope as their mediator, but to trust to works of 

their own to atone for sin. Long pilgrimages, acts of penance, the worship of relics, the 

erection of churches, shrines, and altars, the payment of large sums to the church--these 

and many similar acts were enjoined to appease the wrath of God or to secure His favor; as 

if God were like men, to be angered at trifles, or pacified by gifts or acts of penance!  

     Notwithstanding that vice prevailed, even among the leaders of the Roman Church, her 

influence seemed steadily to increase. About the close of the eighth century, papists put 

forth the claim that in the first ages of the church the bishops of Rome had possessed the 

same spiritual power which they now assumed. To establish this claim, some means must 

be employed to give it a show of authority; and this was readily suggested by the father of 

lies. Ancient writings were forged by monks. Decrees of councils before unheard of were 

discovered, establishing the universal supremacy of the pope from the earliest times. And a 

church that had rejected the truth greedily accepted these deceptions. (See Appendix.)    

     The few faithful builders upon the true foundation (1 Corinthians 3:10, 11) were 

perplexed and hindered as the rubbish of false doctrine obstructed the work. Like the 

builders upon the wall of Jerusalem in Nehemiah's day, some were ready to say: "The 

strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are not 

able to build." Nehemiah 4:10. Wearied with the constant struggle against persecution, 

fraud, iniquity, and every other obstacle that Satan could devise to hinder their progress, 

some who had been faithful builders became disheartened; and for the sake of peace and 

security for their property and their lives, they turned away from the true foundation. 

Others, undaunted by the opposition of their enemies, fearlessly declared: "Be not ye 

afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible" (verse 14); and they 

proceeded with the work, everyone with his sword girded by his side. Ephesians 6:17.  



     The same spirit of hatred and opposition to the truth has inspired the enemies of God in 

every age, and the same vigilance and fidelity have been required in His servants. The 

words of Christ to the first disciples are applicable to His followers to the close of time: 

"What I say unto you I say unto all, Watch." Mark 13:37.     

     The darkness seemed to grow more dense. Image worship became more general. 

Candles were burned before images, and prayers were offered to them. The most absurd 

and superstitious customs prevailed. The minds of men were so completely controlled by 

superstition that reason itself seemed to have lost its sway. While priests and bishops were 

themselves pleasure-loving, sensual, and corrupt, it could only be expected that the people 

who looked to them for guidance would be sunken in ignorance and vice. 

     Another step in papal assumption was taken, when, in the eleventh century, Pope 

Gregory VII proclaimed the perfection of the Roman Church. Among the propositions 

which he put forth was one declaring that the church had never erred, nor would it ever 

err, according to the Scriptures. But the Scripture proofs did not accompany the assertion. 

The proud pontiff also claimed the power to depose emperors, and declared that no 

sentence which he pronounced could be reversed by anyone, but that it was his prerogative 

to reverse the decisions of all others. (See Appendix.)  

     A striking illustration of the tyrannical character of this advocate of infallibility was 

given in his treatment of the German emperor, Henry IV. For presuming to disregard the 

pope's authority, this monarch was declared to be excommunicated and dethroned. 

Terrified by the desertion and threats of his own princes, who were encouraged in rebellion 

against him by the papal mandate, Henry felt the necessity of making his peace with Rome. 

In company with his wife and a faithful servant he crossed the Alps in midwinter, that he 

might humble himself before the pope. Upon reaching the castle whither Gregory had 

withdrawn, he was conducted, without his guards, into an outer court, and there, in the 

severe cold of winter, with uncovered head and naked feet, and in a miserable dress, he 

awaited the pope's permission to come into his presence. Not until he had continued three 

days fasting and making confession, did the pontiff condescend to grant him pardon. Even 

then it was only upon condition that the emperor should await the sanction of the pope 

before resuming the insignia or exercising the power of royalty. And Gregory, elated with 

his triumph, boasted that it was his duty to pull down the pride of kings.     

     How striking the contrast between the overbearing pride of this haughty pontiff and the 

meekness and gentleness of Christ, who represents Himself as pleading at the door of the 

heart for admittance, that He may come in to bring pardon and peace, and who taught His 

disciples: "Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant." Matthew 20:27.     



     The advancing centuries witnessed a constant increase of error in the doctrines put forth 

from Rome. Even before the establishment of the papacy the teachings of heathen 

philosophers had received attention and exerted an influence in the church. Many who 

professed conversion still clung to the tenets of their pagan philosophy, and not only 

continued its study themselves, but urged it upon others as a means of extending their 

influence among the heathen. Serious errors were thus introduced into the Christian faith. 

Prominent among these was the belief in man's natural immortality and his consciousness 

in death. This doctrine laid the foundation upon which Rome established the invocation of 

saints and the adoration of the Virgin Mary. From this sprang also the heresy of eternal 

torment for the finally impenitent, which was early incorporated into the papal faith. 

     Then the way was prepared for the introduction of still another invention of paganism, 

which Rome named purgatory, and employed to terrify the credulous and superstitious 

multitudes. By this heresy is affirmed the existence of a place of torment, in which the souls 

of such as have not merited eternal damnation are to suffer punishment for their sins, and 

from which, when freed from impurity, they are admitted to heaven. 

     Still another fabrication was needed to enable Rome to profit by the fears and the vices 

of her adherents. This was supplied by the doctrine of indulgences. Full remission of sins, 

past, present, and future, and release from all the pains and penalties incurred, were 

promised to all who would enlist in the pontiff's wars to extend his temporal dominion, to 

punish his enemies, or to exterminate those who dared deny his spiritual supremacy. The 

people were also taught that by the payment of money to the church they might free 

themselves from sin, and also release the souls of their deceased friends who were confined 

in the tormenting flames. By such means did Rome fill her coffers and sustain the 

magnificence, luxury, and vice of the pretended representatives of Him who had not where 

to lay His head. 

     The Scriptural ordinance of the Lord's Supper had been supplanted by the idolatrous 

sacrifice of the mass. Papal priests pretended, by their senseless mummery, to convert the 

simple bread and wine into the actual "body and blood of Christ."--Cardinal Wiseman, 

The Real Presence of the Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Blessed 

Eucharist, Proved From Scripture, lecture 8, sec. 3, par. 26. With blasphemous 

presumption, they openly claimed the power of creating God, the Creator of all things. 

Christians were required, on pain of death, to avow their faith in this horrible, Heaven-

insulting heresy. Multitudes who refused were given to the flames. 

  In the thirteenth century was established that most terrible of all the engines of the 

papacy--the Inquisition. The prince of darkness wrought with the leaders of the papal 

hierarchy. In their secret councils Satan and his angels controlled the minds of evil men, 



while unseen in the midst stood an angel of God, taking the fearful record of their 

iniquitous decrees and writing the history of deeds too horrible to appear to human eyes. 

"Babylon the great" was "drunken with the blood of the saints." The mangled forms of 

millions of martyrs cried to God for vengeance upon that apostate power.   

     Popery had become the world's despot. Kings and emperors bowed to the decrees of the 

Roman pontiff. The destinies of men, both for time and for eternity, seemed under his 

control. For hundreds of years the doctrines of Rome had been extensively and implicitly 

received, its rites reverently performed, its festivals generally observed. Its clergy were 

honored and liberally sustained. Never since has the Roman Church attained to greater 

dignity, magnificence, or power.  

     But "the noon of the papacy was the midnight of the world."--J. A. Wylie, The History 

of Protestantism, b. 1, ch. 4. The Holy Scriptures were almost unknown, not only to the 

people, but to the priests. Like the Pharisees of old, the papal leaders hated the light which 

would reveal their sins. God's law, the standard of righteousness, having been removed, 

they exercised power without limit, and practiced vice without restraint. Fraud, avarice, 

and profligacy prevailed. Men shrank from no crime by which they could gain wealth or 

position. The palaces of popes and prelates were scenes of the vilest debauchery. Some of 

the reigning pontiffs were guilty of crimes so revolting that secular rulers endeavored to 

depose these dignitaries of the church as monsters too vile to be tolerated. For centuries 

Europe had made no progress in learning, arts, or civilization. A moral and intellectual 

paralysis had fallen upon Christendom.     

     The condition of the world under the Romish power presented a fearful and striking 

fulfillment of the words of the prophet Hosea: "My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee: . . . seeing thou 

hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children." "There is no truth, nor 

mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, 

and committing adultery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood." Hosea 4:6, 1, 2. Such 

were the results of banishing the word of God.  

1 Timothy 4:1-2in latter times some shall depart from the faith giving heed to seducing 

spirits, and doctrines of devils, speaking lies 

Note—the Great Controversy.pp, 441-449{1911}-God laws Immutable-- In chapter 13 

(verses 1-10) is described another beast, "like unto a leopard," to which the dragon gave 

"his power, and his seat, and great authority." This symbol, as most Protestants have 

believed, represents the papacy, which succeeded to the power and seat and authority once 

held by the ancient Roman empire. Of the leopardlike beast it is declared: "There was 

given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies. . . . And he opened his 



mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them 

that dwell in heaven. And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to 

overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations." 

This prophecy, which is nearly identical with the description of the little horn of Daniel 7, 

unquestionably points to the papacy.  

"Power was given unto him to continue forty and two months." And, says the prophet, "I 

saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death." And again: "He that leadeth into 

captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the 

sword." The forty and two months are the same as the "time and times and the dividing of 

time," three years and a half, or 1260 days, of Daniel 7 - - the time during which the papal 

power was to oppress God's people. This period, as stated in preceding chapters, began 

with the supremacy of the papacy, A.D. 538, and terminated in 1798. At that time the pope 

was made captive by the French army, the papal power received its deadly wound, and the 

prediction was fulfilled, "He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity."At this point 

another symbol is introduced. Says the prophet: "I beheld another beast coming up out of 

the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb." Verse 11. Both the appearance of this beast 

and the manner of its rise indicate that the nation which it represents is unlike those 

presented under the preceding symbols. The great kingdoms that have ruled the world 

were presented to the prophet Daniel as beasts of prey, rising when "the four winds of the 

heaven strove upon the great sea." Daniel 7:2. In Revelation 17 an angel explained that 

waters represent "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Revelation 17:15. 

Winds are a symbol of strife. The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea 

represent the terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by which kingdoms have attained 

to power. But the beast with lamblike horns was seen "coming up out of the earth." Instead 

of overthrowing other powers to establish itself, the nation thus represented must arise in 

territory previously unoccupied and grow up gradually and peacefully. It could not, then, 

arise among the crowded and struggling nationalities of the Old World--that turbulent sea 

of "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." It must be sought in the Western 

Continent. What nation of the New World was in 1798 rising into power, giving promise of 

strength and greatness, and attracting the attention of the world? The application of the 

symbol admits of no question. One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this 

prophecy; it points unmistakably to the United States of America. Again and again the 

thought, almost the exact words, of the sacred writer has been unconsciously employed by 

the orator and the historian in describing the rise and growth of this nation. The beast was 

seen "coming up out of the earth;" and, according to the translators, the word here 

rendered "coming up" literally signifies "to grow or spring up as a plant." And, as we have 



seen, the nation must arise in territory previously unoccupied. A prominent writer, 

describing the rise of the United States, speaks of "the mystery of her coming forth from 

vacancy," and says: "Like a silent seed we grew into empire."--G. A. Townsend, The New 

World Compared With the Old, page 462. A European journal in 1850 spoke of the United 

States as a wonderful empire, which was "emerging," and "amid the silence of the earth 

daily adding to its power and pride." --The Dublin Nation. Edward Everett, in an oration 

on the Pilgrim founders of this nation, said: "Did they look for a retired spot, inoffensive 

for its obscurity, and safe in its remoteness, where the little church of Leyden might enjoy 

the freedom of conscience? Behold the mighty regions over which, in peaceful conquest, 

they have borne the banners of the cross!"--Speech delivered at Plymouth, Massachusetts, 

Dec. 22, 1824, page 11."And he had two horns like a lamb." The lamblike horns indicate 

youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of the United States when 

presented to the prophet as "coming up" in 1798. Among the Christian exiles who first fled 

to America and sought an asylum from royal oppression and priestly intolerance were 

many who determined to establish a government upon the broad foundation of civil and 

religious liberty. Their views found place in the Declaration of Independence, which sets 

forth the great truth that "all men are created equal" and endowed with the inalienable 

right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." And the Constitution guarantees to the 

people the right of self-government, providing that representatives elected by the popular 

vote shall enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted, every 

man being permitted to worship God according to the dictates of his 

conscience. Republicanism and Protestantism became the fundamental principles of the 

nation. These principles are the secret of its power and prosperity. The oppressed and 

downtrodden throughout Christendom have turned to this land with interest and hope. 

Millions have sought its shores, and the United States has risen to a place among the most 

powerful nations of the earth.  But the beast with lamblike horns "spake as a dragon. And 

he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them 

which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed; . . . saying 

to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the 

wound by a sword, and did live." Revelation 13:11-14.The lamblike horns and dragon 

voice of the symbol point to a striking contradiction between the professions and the 

practice of the nation thus represented. The "speaking" of the nation is the action of its 

legislative and judicial authorities. By such action it will give the lie to those liberal and 

peaceful principles which it has put forth as the foundation of its policy. The prediction 

that it will speak "as a dragon" and exercise "all the power of the first beast" plainly 

foretells a development of the spirit of intolerance and persecution that was manifested by 



the nations represented by the dragon and the leopardlike beast. And the statement that 

the beast with two horns "causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the 

first beast" indicates that the authority of this nation is to be exercised in enforcing some 

observance which shall be an act of homage to the papacy. Such action would be directly 

contrary to the principles of this government, to the genius of its free institutions, to the 

direct and solemn avowals of the Declaration of Independence, and to the Constitution. The 

founders of the nation wisely sought to guard against the employment of secular power on 

the part of the church, with its inevitable result--intolerance and persecution. The 

Constitution provides that "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 

religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof," and that "no religious test shall ever be 

required as a qualification to any office of public trust under the United States." Only in 

flagrant violation of these safeguards to the nation's liberty, can any religious observance 

be enforced by civil authority. But the inconsistency of such action is no greater than is 

represented in the symbol. It is the beast with lamblike horns--in profession pure, gentle, 

and harmless--that speaks as a dragon.Saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they 

should make an image to the beast." Here is clearly presented a form of government in 

which the legislative power rests with the people, most striking evidence that the United 

States is the nation denoted in the prophecy. But what is the "image to the beast"? and how 

is it to be formed? The image is made by the two-horned beast, and is an image to the 

beast. It is also called an image of the beast. Then to learn what the image is like and how it 

is to be formed we must study the characteristics of the beast itself--the papacy.       When 

the early church became corrupted by departing from the simplicity of the gospel and 

accepting heathen rites and customs, she lost the Spirit and power of God; and in order to 

control the consciences of the people, she sought the support of the secular power. The 

result was the papacy, a church that controlled the power of the state and employed it to 

further her own ends, especially for the punishment of "heresy." In order for the United 

States to form an image of the beast, the religious power must so control the civil 

government that the authority of the state will also be employed by the church to 

accomplish her own ends. Whenever the church has obtained secular power, she has 

employed it to punish dissent from her doctrines. Protestant churches that have followed in 

the steps of Rome by forming alliance with worldly powers have manifested a similar desire 

to restrict liberty of conscience. An example of this is given in the long-continued 

persecution of dissenters by the Church of England. During the sixteenth and seventeenth 

centuries, thousands of nonconformist ministers were forced to flee from their churches, 

and many, both of pastors and people, were subjected to fine, imprisonment, torture, and 

martyrdom. early church to seek the aid of the civil government, and this prepared the way 



for the development of the papacy--the beast. Said Paul: There" shall "come a falling away 

. . . and that man of sin be revealed." 2 Thessalonians 2:3. So apostasy in the church will 

prepare the way for the image to the beast.The Bible declares that before the coming of the 

Lord there will exist a state of religious declension similar to that in the first centuries. "In 

the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of their own selves, 

covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 

without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of 

those that are good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 

God; having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." 2 Timothy 3:1-5. "Now 

the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 

giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils." 1 Timothy 4:1. Satan will work 

"with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of 

unrighteousness." And all that "received not the love of the truth, that they might be 

saved," will be left to accept "strong delusion, that they should believe a lie." 2 

Thessalonians 2:9-11. When this state of ungodliness shall be reached, the same results will 

follow as in the first centuries.The wide diversity of belief in the Protestant churches is 

regarded by many as decisive proof that no effort to secure a forced uniformity can ever be 

made. But there has been for years, in churches of the Protestant faith, a strong and 

growing sentiment in favor of a union based upon common points of doctrine. To secure 

such a union, the discussion of subjects upon which all were not agreed--however 

important they might be from a Bible standpoint--must necessarily be waived. Charles 

Beecher, in a sermon in the year 1846, declared that the ministry of "the evangelical 

Protestant denominations" is "not only formed all the way up under a tremendous 

pressure of merely human fear, but they live, and move, and breathe in a state of things 

radically corrupt, and appealing every hour to every baser element of their nature to hush 

up the truth, and bow the knee to the power of apostasy. Was not this the way things went 

with Rome? Are we not living her life over again? And what do we see just 

ahead?  Another general council! A world's convention!  Evangelical alliance and universal 

creed!"--Sermon on "The Bible a Sufficient Creed," delivered at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 

Feb. 22, 1846. When this shall be gained, then, in the effort to secure complete uniformity, 

it will be only a step to the resort to force.  When the leading churches of the United States, 

uniting upon such points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the 

state to enforce their decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will 

have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon 

dissenters will inevitably result.The beast with two horns "causeth [commands] all, both 

small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in 



their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name 

of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation 13:16, 17. The third angel's warning 

is: "If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in 

his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God." "The beast" mentioned in 

this message, whose worship is enforced by the two-horned beast, is the first, or leopardlike 

beast of Revelation 13 -  - the papacy. The "image to the beast" represents that form of 

apostate Protestantism which will be developed when the Protestant churches shall seek the 

aid of the civil power for the enforcement of their dogmas. The "mark of the beast" still 

remains to be defined. After the warning against the worship of the beast and his image the 

prophecy declares: "Here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 

Jesus." Since those who keep God's commandments are thus placed in contrast with those 

that worship the beast and his image and receive his mark, it follows that the keeping of 

God's law, on the one hand, and its violation, on the other, will make the distinction 

between the worshipers of God and the worshipers of the beast. The special characteristic 

of the beast, and therefore of his image, is the breaking of God's commandments. Says 

Daniel, of the little horn, the papacy: "He shall think to change times and the law." Daniel 

7:25, R.V. And Paul styled the same power the "man of sin," who was to exalt himself 

above God. One prophecy is a complement of the other. Only by changing God's law could 

the papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should understandingly keep the law as thus 

changed would be giving supreme honor to that power by which the change was made. 

Such an act of obedience to papal laws would be a mark of allegiance to the pope in the 

place of God. The papacy has attempted to change the law of God. The second 

commandment, forbidding image worship, has been dropped from the law, and the fourth 

commandment has been so changed as to authorize the observance of the first instead of 

the seventh day as the Sabbath. But papists urge, as a reason for omitting the second 

commandment, that it is unnecessary, being included in the first, and that they are giving 

the law exactly as God designed it to be understood. This cannot be the change foretold by 

the prophet. An intentional, deliberate change is presented: "He shall think to change the 

times and the law." The change in the fourth commandment exactly fulfills the prophecy. 

For this the only authority claimed is that of the church. Here the papal power openly sets 

itself above God. While the worshipers of God will be especially distinguished by their 

regard for the fourth commandment,--since this is the sign of His creative power and the 

witness to His claim upon man's reverence and homage,--the worshipers of the beast will be 

distinguished by their efforts to tear down the Creator's memorial, to exalt the institution 

of Rome. It was in behalf of the Sunday that popery first asserted its arrogant claims (see 

Appendix); and its first resort to the power of the state was to compel the observance of 



Sunday as "the Lord's day." But the Bible points to the seventh day, and not to the first, as 

the Lord's day. Said Christ: "The Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath." The fourth 

commandment declares: "The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord." And by the 

prophet Isaiah the Lord designates it: "My holy day." Mark 2:28; Isaiah 58:13.The claim 

so often put forth that Christ changed the Sabbath is disproved by His own words. In His 

Sermon on the Mount He said: "Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the 

prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and 

earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. 

Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, 

he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach 

them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven," Matthew 5:17-19.  

It is a fact generally admitted by Protestants that the Scriptures give no authority for the 

change of the Sabbath. This is plainly stated in publications issued by the American Tract 

Society and the American Sunday School Union. One of these works acknowledges "the 

complete silence of the New Testament so far as any explicit command for the Sabbath 

[Sunday, the first day of the week] or definite rules for its observance are concerned."--

George Elliott, The Abiding Sabbath, page 184. Another says: "Up to the time of Christ's 

death, no change had been made in the day;" and, "so far as the record shows, they [the 

apostles] did not . . . give any explicit command enjoining the abandonment of the seventh-

day Sabbath, and its observance on the first day of the week."--A. E. Waffle, the Lord's 

Day, pages 186-188. Roman Catholics acknowledge that the change of the Sabbath was 

made by their church, and declare that Protestants by observing the Sunday are 

recognizing her power. In the Catholic Catechism of Christian Religion, in answer to a 

question as to the day to be observed in obedience to the fourth commandment, this 

statement is made: "During the old law, Saturday was the day sanctified; but the church, 

instructed by Jesus Christ, and directed by the Spirit of God, has substituted Sunday for 

Saturday; so now we sanctify the first, not the seventh day. Sunday means, and now is, the 

day of the Lord.As the sign of the authority of the Catholic Church, papist writers cite "the 

very act of changing the Sabbath into Sunday, which Protestants allow of; . . . because by 

keeping Sunday, they acknowledge the church's power to ordain feasts, and to command 

them under sin."--Henry Tuberville, An Abridgment of the Christian Doctrine, page 58. 

What then is the change of the Sabbath, but the sign, or mark, of the authority of the 

Roman Church--"the mark of the beast"? The Roman Church has not relinquished her 

claim to supremacy; and when the world and the Protestant churches accept a sabbath of 

her creating, while they reject the Bible Sabbath, they virtually admit this assumption. 

They may claim the authority of tradition and of the Fathers for the change; but in so 



doing they ignore the very principle which separates them from Rome--that "the Bible, and 

the Bible only, is the religion of Protestants." The papist can see that they are deceiving 

themselves, willingly closing their eyes to the facts in the case. As the movement for Sunday 

enforcement gains favor, he rejoices, feeling assured that it will eventually bring the whole 

Protestant world under the banner of Rome. 

 Romanists declare that "the observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they 

pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic] Church."--Mgr. Segur, Plain 

Talk About the Protestantism of Today, page 213. The enforcement of Sundaykeeping on 

the part of Protestant churches is an enforcement of the worship of the papacy--of the 

beast. Those who, understanding the claims of the fourth commandment, choose to observe 

the false instead of the true Sabbath are thereby paying homage to that power by which 

alone it is commanded. But in the very act of enforcing a religious duty by secular power, 

the churches would themselves form an image to the beast; hence the enforcement of 

Sunday keeping in the United States would be an enforcement of the worship of the beast 

and his image.       But Christians of past generations observed the Sunday, supposing that 

in so doing they were keeping the Bible Sabbath; and there are now true Christians in 

every church, not excepting the Roman Catholic communion, who honestly believe that 

Sunday is the Sabbath of divine appointment. God accepts their sincerity of purpose and 

their integrity before Him. But when Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the 

world shall be enlightened concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath, then whoever 

shall transgress the command of God, to obey a precept which has no higher authority than 

that of Rome, will thereby honor popery above God. He is paying homage to Rome and to 

the power which enforces the institution ordained by Rome. He is worshipping the beast 

and his image. As men then reject the institution which God has declared to be the sign of 

His authority, and honor in its stead that which Rome has chosen as the token of her 

supremacy, they will thereby accept the sign of allegiance to Rome--"the mark of the 

beast." And it is not until the issue is thus plainly set before the people, and they are 

brought to choose between the commandments of God and the commandments of men, that 

those who continue in transgression will receive "the mark of the beast."   The most fearful 

threatening ever addressed to mortals is contained in the third angel's message. That must 

be a terrible sin which calls down the wrath of God unmingled with mercy. Men are not to 

be left in darkness concerning this important matter; the warning against this sin is to be 

given to the world before the visitation of God's judgments, that all may know why they are 

to be inflicted, and have opportunity to escape them. Prophecy declares that the first angel 

would make his announcement to "every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people." 

The warning of the third angel, which forms a part of the same threefold message, is to be 



no less widespread. It is represented in the prophecy as being proclaimed with a loud voice, 

by an angel flying in the midst of heaven; and it will command the attention of the 

world. In the issue of the contest all Christendom will be divided into two great classes--

those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship 

the beast and his image and receive his mark. Although church and state will unite their 

power to compel "all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond" (Revelation 

13:16), to receive "the mark of the beast," yet the people of God will not receive it. The 

prophet of Patmos beholds "them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his 

image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, 

having the harps of God" and singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2, 3.  

Note—Early writings.pp65{1882}-Experience and Views Mark of the Beast-- Mark of the 

Beast-- In a view given June 27, 1850, my accompanying angel said, "Time is almost 

finished. Do you reflect the lovely image of Jesus as you should?" Then I was pointed to the 

earth and saw that there would have to be a getting ready among those who have of late 

embraced the third angel's message. Said the angel, "Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye 

will have to die a greater death to the world than ye have ever yet died." I saw that there 

was a great work to do for them and but little time in which to do it.Then I saw that the 

seven last plagues were soon to be poured out upon those who have no shelter; yet the 

world regarded them no more than they would so many drops of water that were about to 

fall. I was then made capable of enduring the awful sight of the seven last plagues, the 

wrath of God. I saw that His anger was dreadful and terrible, and if He should stretch 

forth His hand, or lift it in anger, the inhabitants of the world would be as though they had 

never been, or would suffer from incurable sores and withering plagues that would come 

upon them, and they would find no deliverance, but be destroyed by them. Terror seized 

me, and I fell upon my face before the angel and begged of him to cause the sight to be 

removed, to hide it from me, for it was too dreadful. Then I realized, as never before, the 

importance of searching the Word of God carefully, to know how to escape the plagues 

which that Word declares shall come on all the ungodly who shall worship the beast and 

his image and receive his mark in their foreheads or in their hands. It was a great wonder 

for me that any could transgress the law of God and tread down His holy Sabbath, when 

such awful threatenings and denunciations were against them.       The pope has changed 

the day of rest from the seventh to the first day. He has thought to change the very 

commandment that was given to cause man to remember his Creator. He has thought to 

change the greatest commandment in the decalogue and thus make himself equal with God, 

or even exalt himself above God. The Lord is unchangeable, therefore His law is 

immutable; but the pope has exalted himself above God, in seeking to change His 



immutable precepts of holiness, justice, and goodness. He has trampled underfoot God's 

sanctified day, and, on his own authority, put in its place one of the six laboring days. The 

whole nation has followed after the beast, and every week they rob God of His holy time. 

The pope has made a breach in the holy law of God, but I saw that the time had fully come 

for this breach to be made up by the people of God and the waste places built up.I pleaded 

before the angel for God to save His people who had gone astray, to save them for His 

mercy's sake. When the plagues begin to fall, those who continue to break the holy Sabbath 

will not open their mouths to plead those excuses that they now make to get rid of keeping 

it. Their mouths will be closed while the plagues are falling, and the great Lawgiver is 

requiring justice of those who have had His holy law in derision and have called it "a curse 

to man," "miserable," and "rickety." When such feel the iron grasp of this law taking hold 

of them, these expressions will appear before them in living characters, and they will then 

realize the sin of having that law in derision which the Word of God calls "holy, just, and 

good.Then I was pointed to the glory of heaven, to the treasure laid up for the faithful. 

Everything was lovely and glorious. The angels would sing a lovely song, then they would 

cease singing and take their crowns from their heads and cast them glittering at the feet of 

the lovely Jesus, and with melodious voices cry, "Glory, Alleluia!" I joined with them in 

their songs of praise and honor to the Lamb, and every time I opened my mouth to praise 

Him, I felt an unutterable sense of the glory that surrounded me. It was a far more, an 

exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Said the angel, The little remnant who love God and 

keep His commandments and are faithful to the end will enjoy this glory and ever be in the 

presence of Jesus and sing with the holy angels."  

 Then my eyes were taken from the glory, and I was pointed to the remnant on the earth. 

The angel said to them, "Will ye shun the seven last plagues? Will ye go to glory and enjoy 

all that God has prepared for those who love Him and are willing to suffer for His sake? If 

so, ye must die that ye may live. Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye must have a greater 

preparation than ye now have, for the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath and 

fierce anger, to lay the land desolate and to destroy the sinners thereof out of it. Sacrifice 

all to God. Lay all upon His altar--self, property, and all, a living sacrifice. It will take all to 

enter glory. Lay up for yourselves treasure in heaven, where no thief can approach or rust 

corrupt. Ye must be partakers of Christ's sufferings here if ye would be partakers with 

Him of His glory hereafter. Heaven will be cheap enough, if we obtain it through suffering. 

We must deny self all along the way, die to self daily, let Jesus alone appear, and keep His 

glory continually in view. I saw that those who of late have embraced the truth would have 

to know what it is to suffer for Christ's sake, that they would have trials to pass through 

that would be keen and cutting, in order that they may be purified and fitted through 



suffering to receive the seal of the living God, pass through the time of trouble, see the King 

in His beauty, and dwell in the presence of God and of pure, holy angels. As I saw what we 

must be in order to inherit glory, and then saw how much Jesus had suffered to obtain for 

us so rich an inheritance, I prayed that we might be baptized into Christ's sufferings, that 

we might not shrink at trials, but bear them with patience and joy, knowing what Jesus 

had suffered that we through His poverty and sufferings might be made rich. Said the 

angel, "Deny self; ye must step fast." Some of us have had time to get the truth and to 

advance step by step, and every step we have taken has given us strength to take the next. 

But now time is almost finished, and what we have been years learning, they will have to 

learn in a few months. They will also have much to unlearn and much to learn again. Those 

who would not receive the mark of the beast and his image when the decree goes forth, 

must have decision now to say, Nay, we will not regard the institution of the beast. 

What are those to drink who accept the teaching of Babylon and thus render homage to the 

beast? 

Revelation14:10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 

without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 

brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 

Psalm 75:8   for in the hand of the LORD [there is] a cup, and the wine is red; it is full of 

mixture; and he poureth out of the same: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked of the earth 

shall wring [them] out, [and] drink [them]. 

Job 21:20 His eyes shall see his destruction and he shall drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 

Isaiah 51:17            Awake, awake, stand up, O Jerusalem, which hast drunk at the hand of 

the LORD the cup of his fury; thou hast drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, [and] 

wrung [them] out.  

Jeremiah25:15 for thus saith the LORD God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this 

fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. 

Deuteronomy 28:28-29 the LORD shall smite thee with madness, and blindness, and 

astonishment of heart:  

 28:29            and thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou 

shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and 

no man shall save [thee]. 

Psalm60:3 Thou hast showed thy people hard things: thou hast made us to drink the wine 

of astonishment. 

Ezekiel 23:32-33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou shalt drink of thy sister's cup deep and 

large: thou shalt be laughed to scorn and had in derision; it contained much.  



 23:33            Thou shalt be filled with drunkenness and sorrow, with the cup of 

astonishment and desolation, with the cup of thy sister Samaria. 

Note--The Great Controversy.pp625-The time trouble--Fearful sights of a supernatural 

character will soon be revealed in the heavens, in token of the power of miracle-working 

demons. The spirits of devils will go forth to the kings of the earth and to the whole world, 

to fasten them in deception, and urge them on to unite with Satan in his last struggle 

against the government of heaven. By these agencies, rulers and subjects will be alike 

deceived. Persons will arise pretending to be Christ Himself, and claiming the title and 

worship which belong to the world's Redeemer. They will perform wonderful miracles of 

healing and will profess to have revelations from heaven contradicting the testimony of the 

Scriptures.  As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will 

personate Christ. The church has long professed to look to the Saviour's advent as the 

consummation of her hopes. Now the great deceiver will make it appear that Christ has 

come. In different parts of the earth, Satan will manifest himself among men as a majestic 

being of dazzling brightness, resembling the description of the Son of God given by John in 

the Revelation. Revelation 1:13-15. The glory that surrounds him is unsurpassed by 

anything that mortal eyes have yet beheld. The shout of triumph rings out upon the air: 

"Christ has come! Christ has come!" The people prostrate themselves in adoration before 

him, while he lifts up his hands and pronounces a blessing upon them, as Christ blessed His 

disciples when He was upon the earth. His voice is soft and subdued, yet full of melody. In 

gentle, compassionate tones he presents some of the same gracious, heavenly truths which 

the Saviour uttered; he heals the diseases of the people, and then, in his assumed character 

of Christ, he claims to have changed the Sabbath to Sunday, and commands all to hallow 

the day which he has blessed. He declares that those who persist in keeping holy the 

seventh day are blaspheming his name by refusing to listen to his angels sent to them with 

light and truth. This is the strong, almost overmastering delusion. Like the Samaritans who 

were deceived by Simon Magus, the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, give heed to 

these sorceries, saying: This is "the great power of God." Acts 8:10. But the people of God 

will not be misled. The teachings of this false Christ are not in accordance with the 

Scriptures. His blessing is pronounced upon the worshipers of the beast and his image, the 

very class upon whom the Bible declares that God's unmingled wrath shall be poured out. 

And, furthermore, Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of Christ's advent. The 

Saviour has warned His people against deception upon this point, and has clearly foretold 

the manner of His second coming. "There shall arise false christs, and false prophets, and 

shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 

the very elect. . . . Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; go not 



forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh out 

of the east, and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be." 

Matthew 24:24-27, 31;  25:31; Revelation 1:7; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. This coming there 

is no possibility of counterfeiting. It will be universally known--witnessed by the whole 

world. Only those who have been diligent students of the Scriptures and who have received 

the love of the truth will be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world 

captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver in his disguise. To all the 

testing time will come. By the sifting of temptation the genuine Christian will be revealed. 

Are the people of God now so firmly established upon His word that they would not yield to 

the evidence of their senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible and the Bible 

only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them from obtaining a preparation to stand in that 

day. He will so arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with earthly 

treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome burden, that their hearts may be 

overcharged with the cares of this life and the day of trial may come upon them as a thief. 

As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against commandment keepers 

shall withdraw the protection of government and abandon them to those who desire their 

destruction, the people of God will flee from the cities and villages and associate together in 

companies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary places. Many will find refuge in the 

strongholds of the mountains. Like the Christians of the Piedmont valleys, they will make 

the high places of the earth their sanctuaries and will thank God for "the munitions of 

rocks." Isaiah 33:16. But many of all nations and of all classes, high and low, rich and poor, 

black and white, will be cast into the most unjust and cruel bondage. The beloved of God 

pass weary days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, sentenced to be slain, some 

apparently left to die of starvation in dark and loathsome dungeons. No human ear is open 

to hear their moans; no human hand is ready to lend them help.Will the Lord forget His 

people in this trying hour? Did He forget faithful Noah when judgments were visited upon 

the antediluvian world? Did He forget Lot when the fire came down from heaven to 

consume the cities of the plain? Did He forget Joseph surrounded by idolaters in Egypt? 

Did He forget Elijah when the oath of Jezebel threatened him with the fate of the prophets 

of Baal? Did He forget Jeremiah in the dark and dismal pit of his prison house? Did He 

forget the three worthies in the fiery furnace? or Daniel in the den of lions? Zion said, the 

Lord hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking 

child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, 

yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of My hands." Isaiah 

49:14-16. The Lord of hosts has said: "He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye." 

Zechariah 2:8.Though enemies may thrust them into prison, yet dungeon walls cannot cut 



off the communication between their souls and Christ. One who sees their every weakness, 

who is acquainted with every trial, is above all earthly powers; and angels will come to 

them in lonely cells, bringing light and peace from heaven. The prison will be as a palace; 

for the rich in faith dwell there, and the gloomy walls will be lighted up with heavenly light 

as when Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises at midnight in the Philippian dungeon. 

God’s judgments will be visited upon those who are seeking to oppress and destroy His 

people. His long forbearance with the wicked emboldens men in transgression, but their 

punishment is nonetheless certain and terrible because it is long delayed. "The Lord shall 

rise up as in Mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that He may do 

His work, His strange work; and bring to pass His act, His strange act." Isaiah 28:21. To 

our merciful God the act of punishment is a strange act. "As I live, saith the Lord God, I 

have no pleasure in the death of the wicked." Ezekiel 33:11. The Lord is "merciful and 

gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth . . . forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin." Yet He will "by no means clear the guilty." "The Lord is slow to 

anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked." Exodus 34:6, 7; Nahum 

1:3. By terrible things in righteousness He will vindicate the authority of His downtrodden 

law. The severity of the retribution awaiting the transgressor may be judged by the Lord's 

reluctance to execute justice. The nation with which He bears long, and which He will not 

smite until it has filled up the measure of its iniquity in God's account, will finally drink the 

cup of wrath unmixed with mercy. When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, 

the unmingled wrath threatened against those who worship the beast and his image and 

receive his mark (Revelation 14:9, 10), will be poured out. The plagues upon Egypt when 

God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character to those more terrible and 

extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the final deliverance of 

God's people. Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges: "There fell a 

noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them 

which worshiped his image." The sea "became as the blood of a dead man: and every living 

soul died in the sea." And "the rivers and fountains of waters . . . became blood." Terrible 

as these inflictions are, God's justice stands fully vindicated. The angel of God declares: 

"Thou art righteous, O Lord, . . . because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the 

blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are 

worthy." Revelation 16:2-6. By condemning the people of God to death, they have as truly 

incurred the guilt of their blood as if it had been shed by their hands. In like manner Christ 

declared the Jews of His time guilty of all the blood of holy men which had been shed since 

the days of Abel; for they possessed the same spirit and were seeking to do the same work 

with these murderers of the prophets.In the plague that follows, power is given to the sun 



"to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat." Verses 8, 9. The 

prophets thus describe the condition of the earth at this fearful time: "The land mourneth; 

. . . because the harvest of the field is perished. . . . All the trees of the field are withered: 

because joy is withered away from the sons of men." "The seed is rotten under their clods, 

the garners are laid desolate. . . . How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are 

perplexed, because they have no pasture. . . . The rivers of water are dried up, and the fire 

hath devoured the pastures of the wilderness." "The songs of the temple shall be howlings 

in that day, saith the Lord God: there shall be many dead bodies in every place; they shall 

cast them forth with silence." Joel 1:10-12, 17-20; Amos 8:3.These plagues are not 

universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off. Yet they will be the most 

awful scourges that have ever been known to mortals. All the judgments upon men, prior 

to the close of probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has 

shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final judgment, 

wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy. In that day, multitudes will desire the shelter of 

God's mercy which they have so long despised. "Behold, the days come, saith the Lord 

God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but 

of hearing the words of the Lord: and they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the 

north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and shall not 

find it." Amos 8:11, 12.The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while 

persecuted and distressed, while they endure privation and suffer for want of food they will 

not be left to perish. That God who cared for Elijah will not pass by one of His self-

sacrificing children. He who numbers the hairs of their head will care for them, and in time 

of famine they shall be satisfied. While the wicked are dying from hunger and pestilence, 

angels will shield the righteous and supply their wants. To him that "walketh righteously" 

is the promise: "Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." "When the poor and 

needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear 

them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Isaiah 33:15, 16; 41:17.      

 "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor of the 

olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 

and there shall be no herd in the stalls;" yet shall they that fear Him "rejoice in the Lord" 

and joy in the God of their salvation. Habakkuk 3:17, 18. The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord 

is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 

night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He shall preserve thy soul." "He shall 

deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover 

thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield 

and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth 



by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 

wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; 

but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward 

of the wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High, 

thy habitation; there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy 

dwelling." Psalm 121:5-7; 91:3-10.Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God 

must soon seal their testimony with their blood as did the martyrs before them. They 

themselves begin to fear that the Lord has left them to fall by the hand of their enemies. It 

is a time of fearful agony. Day and night they cry unto God for deliverance. The wicked 

exult, and the jeering cry is heard: "Where now is your faith? Why does not God deliver 

you out of our hands if you are indeed His people?" But the waiting ones remember Jesus 

dying upon Calvary's cross and the chief priests and rulers shouting in mockery: "He 

saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down 

from the cross, and we will believe Him." Matthew 27:42. Like Jacob, all are wrestling with 

God. Their countenances express their internal struggle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet 

they cease not their earnest intercession.      Could men see with heavenly vision, they would 

behold companies of angels that excel in strength stationed about those who have kept the 

word of Christ's patience. With sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their 

distress and have heard their prayers. They are waiting the word of their Commander to 

snatch them from their peril. But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of God must 

drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism. The very delay, so painful to them, is 

the best answer to their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord to work 

they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have been too little exercised 

during their religious experience. Yet for the elect's sake the time of trouble will be 

shortened. "Shall not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him? . . . I 

tell you that He will avenge them speedily."Luke 18:7, 8. The end will come more quickly 

than men expect. The wheat will be gathered and bound in sheaves for the garner of God; 

the tares will be bound as fagots for the fires of destruction.The heavenly sentinels, faithful 

to their trust, continue their watch. Though a general decree has fixed the time when 

commandment keepers may be put to death, their enemies will in some cases anticipate the 

decree, and before the time specified, will endeavor to take their lives. But none can pass 

the mighty guardians stationed about every faithful soul. Some are assailed in their flight 

from the cities and villages; but the swords raised against them break and fall powerless as 

a straw. Others are defended by angels in the form of men of war.  In all ages, God has 

wrought through holy angels for the succor and deliverance of His people. Celestial beings 

have taken an active part in the affairs of men. They have appeared clothed in garments 



that shone as the lightning; they have come as men in the garb of wayfarers. Angels have 

appeared in human form to men of God. They have rested, as if weary, under the oaks at 

noon. They have accepted the hospitalities of human homes. They have acted as guides to 

benighted travelers. They have, with their own hands, kindled the fires at the altar. They 

have opened prison doors and set free the servants of the Lord. Clothed with the panoply of 

heaven, they came to roll away the stone from the Saviour's tomb.   In the form of men, 

angels are often in the assemblies of the righteous; and they visit the assemblies of the 

wicked, as they went to Sodom, to make a record of their deeds, to determine whether they 

have passed the boundary of God's forbearance. The Lord delights in mercy; and for the 

sake of a few who really serve Him, He restrains calamities and prolongs the tranquillity of 

multitudes. Little do sinners against God realize that they are indebted for their own lives 

to the faithful few whom they delight to ridicule and oppress?  Though the rulers of this 

world know it not, yet often in their councils angels have been spokesmen. Human eyes 

have looked upon them; human ears have listened to their appeals; human lips have 

opposed their suggestions and ridiculed their counsels; human hands have met them with 

insult and abuse. In the council hall and the court of justice these heavenly messengers 

have shown an intimate acquaintance with human history; they have proved themselves 

better able to plead the cause of the oppressed than were their ablest and most eloquent 

defenders. They have defeated purposes and arrested evils that would have greatly 

retarded the work of God and would have caused great suffering to His people. In the hour 

of peril and distress "the angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear Him, 

and delivereth them." Psalm 34:7. With earnest longing, God's people await the tokens of 

their coming King. As the watchmen are accosted, "What of the night?" the answer is 

given unfalteringly, "'The morning cometh, and also the night.' Isaiah 21:11, 12. Light is 

gleaming upon the clouds above the mountaintops. Soon there will be a revealing of His 

glory. The Sun of Righteousness is about to shine forth. The morning and the night are 

both at hand--the opening of endless day to the righteous, the settling down of eternal night 

to the wicked."  

 As the wrestling ones urge their petitions before God, the veil separating them from the 

unseen seems almost withdrawn. The heavens glow with the dawning of eternal day, and 

like the melody of angel songs the words fall upon the ear: "Stand fast to your allegiance. 

Help is coming." Christ, the almighty Victor, holds out to His weary soldiers a crown of 

immortal glory; and His voice comes from the gates ajar: "Lo, I am with you. Be not 

afraid. I am acquainted with all your sorrows; I have borne your griefs. You are not 

warring against untried enemies. I have fought the battle in your behalf, and in My name 

you are more than conquerors."    The precious Saviour will send help just when we need 



it. The way to heaven is consecrated by His footprints. Every thorn that wounds our feet 

has wounded His. Every cross that we are called to bear He has borne before us. The Lord 

permits conflicts, to prepare the soul for peace. The time of trouble is a fearful ordeal for 

God's people; but it is the time for every true believer to look up, and by faith he may see 

the bow of promise encircling him. The redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with 

singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they shall obtain gladness 

and joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away. I, even I, am He that comforteth you: 

who art thou, that thou shouldest be afraid of a man that shall die, and of the son of man 

which shall be made as grass; and forgettest the Lord thy Maker; . . . and hast feared 

continually every day because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready to destroy? 

and where is the fury of the oppressor? The captive exile hasteneth that he may be loosed, 

and that he should not die in the pit, nor that his bread should fail. But I am the Lord thy 

God, that divided the sea, whose waves roared: The Lord of hosts is His name. And I have 

put My words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of Mine hand." Isaiah 

51:11-16.       "Therefore hear now this, thou afflicted, and drunken, but not with wine: 

Thus saith thy Lord the Lord, and thy God that pleadeth the cause of His people, Behold, I 

have taken out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of the cup of My fury; 

thou shalt no more drink it again: but I will put it into the hand of them that afflict thee; 

which have said to thy soul, Bow down, that we may go over: and thou hast laid thy body as 

the ground, and as the street, to them that went over." Verses 21-23. The eye of God, 

looking down the ages, was fixed upon the crisis which His people are to meet, when earthly 

powers shall be arrayed against them. Like the captive exile, they will be in fear of death by 

starvation or by violence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea before Israel, will 

manifest His mighty power and turn their captivity. "They shall be Mine, saith the Lord of 

hosts, in that day when I make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his 

own son that serveth him." Malachi 3:17. If the blood of Christ's faithful witnesses were 

shed at this time, it would not, like the blood of the martyrs, be as seed sown to yield a 

harvest for God. Their fidelity would not be a testimony to convince others of the truth; for 

the obdurate heart has beaten back the waves of mercy until they return no more. If the 

righteous were now left to fall a prey to their enemies, it would be a triumph for the prince 

of darkness. Says the psalmist: "In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion: in 

the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me." Psalm 27:5. Christ has spoken: "Come, My 

people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were 

for a little moment, until the indignation be over past. For, behold the Lord cometh out of 

His place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity. Isaiah 26:20, 21. Glorious 



will be the deliverance of those who have patiently waited for His coming and whose names 

are written in the book of life.                                   

                            False Worship Enforced 

Under what threatened penalty is the worship of the image of the beast enforced? 

Note—Maranatha {1976}.pp191-satan and Threefold union—-And they worshipped the 

dragon which gave power unto the beast. Revelation 13:4.  "He had two horns like a lamb, 

and he spake as a dragon." Though professing to be followers of the Lamb of God, men 

become imbued with the spirit of the dragon. They profess to be meek and humble but they 

speak and legislate with the spirit of Satan, showing by their actions that they are the 

opposite of what they profess to be. This lamb-like power unites with the dragon in making 

war upon those who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. And Satan unites with Protestants and Papists, acting in consort with them as the 

god of this world, dictating to men as if they were the subjects of his kingdom, to be 

handled and governed and controlled as he pleases. If men will not agree to trample under 

foot the commandments of God, the spirit of the dragon is revealed. They are imprisoned, 

brought before councils, and fined. "He causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, 

free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads." "He had power 

to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and 

cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed." Thus 

Satan usurps the prerogatives of Jehovah. The man of sin sits in the seat of God, 

proclaiming himself to be God, and acting above God.     

     There is a marked contrast between those who bear the seal of God and those who 

worship the beast and his image. The Lord's faithful servants will receive the bitterest 

persecution from false teachers, who will not hear the word of God, and who prepare 

stumbling blocks to put in the way of those who would hear. But God's people are not to 

fear. Satan cannot go beyond his limit. The Lord will be the defense of His people. He 

regards the injury done to His servants for the truth's sake as done to Himself. When the 

last decision has been made, when all have taken sides, either for Christ and the 

commandments or for the great apostate, God will arise in His power, and the mouths of 

those who have blasphemed against Him will be forever stopped. Every opposing power 

will receive its punishment.  

  

Chap. 184 - The Corruption of Truth 

Then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there; believe it not. Matthew 

24:23. 



 Before the last developments of the work of apostasy there will be a confusion of faith. 

There will not be clear and definite ideas concerning the mystery of God. One truth after 

another will be corrupted.    

 After the truth has been proclaimed as a witness to all nations, every conceivable power of 

evil will be set in operation, and minds will be confused by many voices crying. "Lo, here is 

Christ; lo, He is there. This is the truth, I have the message from God, He has sent me with 

great light." Then there will be a removing of the landmarks, and an attempt to tear down 

the pillars of our faith. A more decided effort will be made to exalt the false sabbath, and to 

cast contempt upon God Himself by supplanting the day He has blessed and sanctified. 

This false sabbath is to be enforced by an oppressive law.    

     In the future, deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground for our feet. 

We want solid pillars for the building. Not one pin is to be removed from that which the 

Lord has established. The enemy will bring in false theories, such as the doctrine that there 

is no sanctuary. This is one of the points on which there will be a departing from the faith.  

     There will be false dreams and false visions, which have some truth, but lead away from 

the original faith. The Lord has given men a rule by which to detect them: "To the law and 

to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 

them" (Isaiah 8:20).    

     As we near the end of time, falsehood will be so mingled with truth, that only those who 

have the guidance of the Holy Spirit will be able to distinguish truth from error. We need 

to make every effort to keep the way of the Lord. We must in no case turn from His 

guidance to put our trust in man. The Lord's angels are appointed to keep strict watch over 

those who put their faith in the Lord, and these angels are to be our special help in every 

time of need. Every day we are to come to the Lord with full assurance of faith, and to look 

to Him for wisdom. . . . Those who are guided by the Word of the Lord will discern with 

certainty between falsehood and truth, between sin and righteousness.  

  

Note—Mananatha.pp,193- The United States in Prophecy--I beheld another beast coming 

up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon. 

Revelation 13:11. 

 One nation, and only one, meets the specifications of this prophecy; it points unmistakably 

to the United States of America.    

     Here is a striking figure of the rise and growth of our own nation. And the lamb-like 

horns, emblems or innocence and gentleness, well represent the character of our 

government, as expressed in its two fundamental principles, Republicanism and 

Protestantism.  



     The Lord has done more for the United States than for any other country upon which 

the sun shines. Here He provided an asylum for His people, where they could worship Him 

according to the dictates of conscience. Here Christianity has progressed in its purity. The 

life-giving doctrine of the one Mediator between God and man has been freely taught. God 

designed that this country should ever remain free for all people to worship Him in 

accordance with the dictates of conscience. He designed that its civil institutions, in their 

expansive productions, should represent the freedom of gospel privileges. 

     But the enemy of all righteousness has designs upon God's purpose for this country. He 

will bring in enterprises that will lead men to forget that there is a God. Worldliness and 

covetousness, which is idolatry, will prevail through the working of the archdeceiver, till 

the law of God, in all its bearings, shall be made void.    

     I have been shown that Satan is stealing a march upon us. The law of God, through the 

agency of Satan, is to be made void. In our land of boasted freedom, religious liberty will 

come to an end.    

     When our nation, in its legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of 

men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday observance, and bringing 

oppressive power to bear against those who keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God 

will, to all intents and purposes, be made void in our land; and national apostasy will be 

followed by national ruin. 

Note—pp, 194-Persecution by Protestants and Catholics--Ye shall be hated of all men for 

my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. Matthew 10:22. 

There is no necessity for thinking that we cannot endure persecution; we shall have to go 

through terrible times. The persecutions of Protestants by Romanism, by which the religion 

of Jesus Christ was almost annihilated, will be more than rivaled when Protestantism and 

popery are combined. The commandment-keeping people of God erelong will be placed in 

a most trying position; but all those who have walked in the light, and diffused the light, 

will realize that God interposes in their behalf. When everything looks most forbidding, 

then the Lord will reveal His power to His faithful ones. When the nation for which God 

has worked in such a marvelous manner, and over which He has spread the shield of 

Omnipotence, abandons Protestant principles, and through its legislature gives 

countenance and support to Romanism in limiting religious liberty, then God will work in 

His own power for His people that are true. The tyranny of Rome will be exercised, but 

Christ is our refuge. When the leading churches of the United States, uniting upon such 

points of doctrine as are held by them in common, shall influence the state to enforce their 

decrees and to sustain their institutions, then Protestant America will have formed an 

image of the Roman hierarchy, and the infliction of civil penalties upon dissenters will 



inevitably result.The Scriptures teach that popery is to regain its lost supremacy, and that 

the fires of persecution will be rekindled through the time-serving concessions of the so-

called Protestant world. In this time of peril we can stand only as we have the truth and the 

power of God. . . . The prospect of being brought into personal danger and distress, need 

not cause despondency, but should quicken the vigor and hopes of God's people; for the 

time of their peril is the season for God to grant them clearer manifestations of his power.  

What universal boycott is to be employed in an attempt to compel all to receive the mark of 

the beast? 

Revelation 13:16-17 And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, 

to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:  

 13:17 and that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the 

beast, or the number of his name. 

The Story Of Redemption {1947)-The third Angel’s Message-The Beast and the Image-The 

Beast and Its Image-- By this first beast is represented the Roman Church, an ecclesiastical 

body clothed with civil power, having authority to punish all dissenters. The image to the 

beast represents another religious body clothed with similar powers. The formation of this 

image is the work of that beast whose peaceful rise and mild professions render it so 

striking a symbol of the United States. Here is to be found an image of the Papacy. When 

the churches of our land, uniting upon such points of faith as are held by them in common, 

shall influence the State to enforce their decrees and sustain their institutions, then will 

Protestant America have formed an image of the Roman hierarchy. Then the true church 

will be assailed by persecution, as were God's ancient people. The beast with lamblike 

horns commands "all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a 

mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: and that no man might buy or sell, save he 

that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name." Revelation 13:16, 

17. This is the mark concerning which the third angel utters his warning. It is the mark of 

the first beast, or the Papacy, and is therefore to be sought among the distinguishing 

characteristics of that power. The prophet Daniel declared that the Roman Church, 

symbolized by the little horn, was to think to change times and laws (Daniel 7:25), while 

Paul styled it the man of sin (2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4), who was to exalt himself above God. 

Only by changing God's law could the Papacy exalt itself above God; whoever should 

understandingly keep the law as thus changed would be giving supreme honor to that 

power by which the change was made.The fourth commandment, which Rome has 

endeavored to set aside, is the only precept of the Decalogue that points to God as the 

Creator of the heavens and the earth, and thus distinguishes the true God from all false 

gods. The Sabbath was instituted to commemorate the work of creation, and thus to direct 



the minds of men to the true and living God. The fact of His creative power is cited 

throughout the Scriptures as proof that the God of Israel is superior to heathen deities. 

Had the Sabbath always been kept, man's thoughts and affections would have been led to 

his Maker as the object of reverence and worship,and there would never have been an 

idolater, an atheist, or an infidel.     That institution which points to God as the Creator is a 

sign of His rightful authority over the beings He has made. The change of the Sabbath is 

the sign, or mark, of the authority of the Romish Church. Those who, understanding the 

claims of the fourth commandment, choose to observe the false in place of the true 

Sabbath, are thereby paying homage to that power by which alone it is commanded. 

Satan Or God 

How Did the Devil seek to induce Jesus to Worship him? 

Luke 4:5-7And the devil, taking him up into a high mountain, showed unto him all the 

kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.  

 4:6 and the devil said unto him, all this power will I give thee, and the glory of them: for 

that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I will I give it.  

 4:7 If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine. 

John 12:31 now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out 

Revelation 12:2 and she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 

delivered. 

Note—This Day with God {1979}—Assurance of Victory.pp84- 

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, 

according to the will of God and our Father? Galatians 1:4. 

By giving His life for the life of the world, Christ bridged the gulf that sin had made, 

joining this sin-cursed earth to the universe of heaven as a province. God chose this world 

to be the theater of His mighty works of grace. While the sentence of condemnation was 

suspended over it because of the rebellion of its inhabitants, while the clouds of wrath were 

accumulating because of the transgression of the law of God, a mysterious voice was heard 

in heaven, "Lo, I come. . . to do thy will, O God" (Psalm 40:7, 8). Our substitute and surety 

came from heaven declaring that He had brought with Him the vast and inestimable 

donation of eternal life. Pardon is offered to all who will return their allegiance to the law 

of God. But there are those who refuse to accept a "thus saith the Lord." They will not 

reverence and respect His law. They make rigorous human enactments in opposition to a 

"thus saith the Lord," and by precept and example lead men, women, and children into 

sin. They exalt human enactments above the divine law. But the condemnation and wrath 

of God are suspended over the disobedient. The clouds of God's justice are gathering. The 

material of destruction has been piled up for ages; and still apostasy, rebellion, and 



disloyalty against God is continually increasing. The remnant people of God, who keep His 

commandments, will understand the word spoken by Daniel, "Many shall be purified, and 

made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall 

understand; but the wise shall understand" (Daniel 12:10). Satan has called this world his 

territory. Here his seat is, and he holds in allegiance to himself all who refuse to keep God's 

commandments, who reject a plain, "thus saith the Lord." They stand under the enemy's 

banner; for there are but two parties in the world. All rank either under the banner of the 

obedient or under the banner of the disobedient.Jesus is now sending His message to a 

fallen world. He delights to take apparently hopeless material, those through whom Satan 

has worked, and make them the subjects of His grace. He rejoices to deliver them from the 

wrath which is to fall upon the disobedient.--Manuscript 41, March 16, 1898, “The 

Measure of God's Love." 

Note—Bible Commentary.pp1083, Vol5-An argument with Satan— 

How did Jesus show his Loyalty to God? 

Luke 4:8 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is 

written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

Deuteronomy 6:13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by 

his name. 

Deuteronomy 10:12,20-22 And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, 

but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the 

LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 

 Matthew 4:10 then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 

shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 

Joshua 24:14 now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and 

put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; 

and serve ye the LORD. 

1 Samuel 7:3-4 now therefore fear the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in truth: and 

put away the gods which your fathers served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; 

and serve ye the LORD. 

Note—The threefold message of Revelation 14:6-12 is proclaimed in connection with 

closing scenes of the great controversy between Christ and satan.lucifer has sought to but 

himself in the place of God {Isaiah 14:12-14},and to secure to himself the worship which is 

due god alone, The final text comes over the commandments of god. those who 

acknowledge the supremacy of the beast by yielding obedience to the law of god as changed 

and enforced by the papacy, when the real issue has been clearly defined will, in so  doing 



worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark. Such will take the side of Satan in 

his rebellion against god’s authority. 

Note-That I May Know Him, pp34 [1964}—Christ suffered Being Tempted--Chap. 28 - 

Christ Suffered, Being Tempted--For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he 

took on him the seed of Abraham. Hebrews 2:16.  

We need not place the obedience of Christ by itself, as something for which He was 

particularly adapted, by His particular divine nature, for He stood before God as man's 

representative and was tempted as man's substitute and surety. If Christ had a special 

power which it is not the privilege of man to have, Satan would have made capital of this 

matter. The work of Christ was to take from the claims of Satan his control of man, and He 

could do this only in the way that He came--a man, tempted as a man, rendering the 

obedience of a man.       Would that we could comprehend the significance of the words, 

Christ "suffered being tempted" (Hebrews 2:18). While He was free from the taint of sin, 

the refined sensibilities of His holy nature rendered contact with evil unspeakably painful 

to Him. Yet with human nature upon Him, He met the arch apostate face to face, and 

singlehanded withstood the foe of His throne. Not even by a thought could Christ be 

brought to yield to the power of temptation. Satan finds in human hearts some point where 

he can gain a foothold; some sinful desire is cherished, by means of which his temptations 

assert their power. But Christ declared of Himself, "The prince of this world cometh, and 

hath nothing in me" (John 14:30). The storms of temptation burst upon Him, but they 

could not cause Him to swerve from His allegiance to God. All the followers of Christ have 

to meet the same malignant foe that assailed their Master. With marvelous skill he adapts 

his temptations to their circumstances, their temperament, their mental and moral bias, 

and their strong passions. He is ever whispering in the ears of the children of men, as he 

points to worldly pleasures, gains, or honors, "All this will I give you, if you will do my 

bidding." We must look to Christ; we must resist as He resisted; we must pray as He 

prayed; we must agonize as He agonized, if we would conquer as He conquered.  

Note—the upward look {1982}, pp.125—The Word of God your Guide 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. Psalm 119:105.       

If we would work wisely and intelligently, our human passions, our hereditary and 

cultivated tendencies, must be brought under the control of a higher and more 

commanding generalship than human ability. "Cease to do evil; learn to do well." This is 

the lesson everyone should learn day by day. The training due to one's self comes first. The 

influence exerted by a life of strict integrity will be a continual education to others. Those 

who are restrained and guided by the moral and religious principles plainly laid down in 

God's Word walk in accordance with the mind and will of God, who is too wise to err and 



too good to do us harm. If you would walk wisely, walk in the way of God's 

commandments. The Word of God you have in your keeping, right at hand. This Word is 

so plain that none need go astray unless they allow themselves to be led by their hereditary 

and cultivated tendencies to wrong. Your Redeemer met Satan's treacherous advances with 

the words, "It is written," and with the imperative command, "Get thee behind me, 

Satan." I counsel you to receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save 

your soul. The Word of God is your haven. It is a tower of strength, into which you may 

run and be safe. .  The earnest, sincere searcher for truth will not mistake truth for error. 

The Word of God is the bread of life, of which all may partake and obtain eternal life. 

Error is falsehood and deception. Those who partake of it must suffer in consequence, as 

did Adam and Eve in Eden. It is the privilege of all to search with prayerful, eager interest 

for the truth. Truth is the tree of life, the leaves of which the human family are to eat and 

live.Those who try to interpret the Word according to their own ideas, who read it in 

accordance with their opinions, will never see the truth, and will die in their sins. Those 

who eat of the forbidden tree accept Satan's fallacies in the place of "Thus saith the Lord," 

and unless they repent, they will never gain that life which measures with the life of God. 

As did Adam and Eve, they exclude themselves from the tree of life, the fruit of which 

perpetuates immortality. . .  We are living amid the solemnities of the judgment. Our souls 

should be filled with awe, for we are in God's presence continually. Each one must decide 

for himself whether he will obey and live or disobey and perish. To those who obey, the 

Word of God is the tree of life. It is the word of salvation, received unto eternal life.--Letter 

60, April 21, 1900, to a church member in Rochester, New York. 

 

 


